
 
 

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Values Courage and Gratitude  Respect and self-
discipline 

Empathy and integrity Courage and Gratitude  Respect and self-
discipline 

Empathy and integrity 

Theme(s) All about me and 
Nursery rhymes 

Traditional Tales Food around the world People who help us All about animals Summer and seaside 

Big questions Are we all the same? 
Do all stories have a 
happy ending? 

Are vegetables all 
green? Who helps you?  

Can a whale live on 
land? How big is the sun? 

Key texts 

Rainbow fish,  nursery 
rhymes, Elmer/ Colour 
monster 

Three billy goats gruff, 
The gingerbread man, 
the enormous turnip 

Jaspers beanstalk, The 
terrible eater, The 
runaway pea 

Going to the dentist, 
When we grow up,  
The jolly pocket 
postman 

Monkey puzzle, rumble 
in a jungle, farm yard 
hula bula, handa’s hen  

What the ladybird 
heard at the seaside, 
where the sea meets 
the shore, I can grow a 
sunflower 

Theme 
Vocabulary focus 

Feelings, describing 
ourselves and others, 
describing colour 

Size, character 
descriptions, words to 
describe movements 

Food, taste, 
descriptions, features 
of a plant  

Names of occupations, 
vehicles,  language 
around safety and 
rescue 

Animal names, 
features and different 
places around the 
world 

Weather and seasons, 
clothing   

Communication 
and Language 

Story time, 
Singing songs and 
nursery rhymes 
Focus on instructions 
and routines 
Feelings register 
Circle time- focus on 
sharing, respect and 
feelings 
modelling sharing and 
play 
Role play- home corner 

Story time, 
Singing songs and 
nursery rhymes 
Focus on instructions 
and routines 
Feelings register 
Circle time- focus on 
sharing, respect and 
feelings 
Diwali and Christmas 
songs 
 
Story teller visitor 
Role play- shops 

Mini- beast visitor,  
Food tasting- 
expressing their 
feelings,  
ELF focus- 
conversations what are 
you doing, what can 
you see, how was your 
day.  
Re-telling key stories 
Role play- garden 
centre 

Re-telling key stories, 
Speaking to people 
who help us visitors 
Role play- post office 

Meeting a pet owner 
Handa’s hen- creating 
their own version of 
animals they meet 
Circle time- focus on 
tense- today, yesterday 
tomorrow 
Role play- pet shop 

Summer songs, season 
songs 
Role play- ice- cream 
van 

Personal, social 
and Emotional 
development 
 

Circle time- who am I, 
who are we? 
Star of the week 
Focus modelling of role 
play, class rules- 
modelled and ELF focus 

Building a bridge, 
Focus modelling of role 
play, 
Class rules- modelled 
and ELF focus, Feelings 
register 

Mini- beast visitor, 
Focus modelling of role 
play, Savoury salad,  
healthy food sorting 

Circle time- people 
who help me? Who do 
I help? 
Tidy up helpers 
People who help us 
visitor,  

Building a farm, 
Tidy up helpers,  
Pet owner visitors,  
Focus modelling of role 
play 

Collage Seaside 
pictures 
Tidy up helpers 
local walk to the park, 
 Focus modelling of 
role play, negotiating 



 
 

Feelings register 
Circle time- focus on 
sharing, respect and 
feelings, my daily 
routine e.g. brush 
teeth 

Circle time- focus on 
sharing, respect and 
feelings,  
Characters feelings- 
perspective e.g. the 
troll, the old lady etc 

Focus modelling of role 
play 

turns at the park- focus 
on others and their 
feelings 

Physical 
development 
 

ELF focus on the bike 
track- expectations and 
control 
ELF focus activity on 
the climbing frame 
Actions to rhymes e.g. 
wheels on the bus, 
large scale outdoor 
chalk pictures,  
Name writing- focus 
Drawing a family 
picture and labelling  
Writing numbers on 
hickory's clock 

Focus activity- making 
and climbing a bridge- 
group large scale, 
Musical statues- 
Christmas party games,  
Toy catalogue cutting- 
Santa's list 
List of ingredients to 
make gingerbread 

Focus activity- 
throwing and catching 
Bean bags in the hoop, 
Growing like a 
beanstalk  
short dance clips- kidz 
bop,  
Planting a vegetable/ 
fruit,  
I can eat a rainbow 
display 

short dance clips- kidz 
bop, Name writing- 
focus 

Nursery sports day, 
Focus activity- creating 
group obstacle races as 
a team 
Obstacle course,  
Playdough animals 

Trip to the park, Name 
writing- focus 

Literacy Phase 1 phonics 
Storytime 
ELF support in the 
reading area 
Modelling 'stop 
everything and read' 
Focus activity-name 
writing 
Drawing a family 
picture and labelling  

Phase 1 phonics 
Storytime 
ELF support in the 
reading area 
Modelling 'stop 
everything and read' 
expectations 
Focus activity name 
writing 
List of ingredients to 
make gingerbread 

Introduction of set 1 
sounds/ letter 
formation 
Name writing- morning 
task with parents 
Story time 
Matching vegetables to 
initial sounds 
List for making savoury 
salads 

Introduction of set 1 
sounds/ letter 
formation 
Name writing- morning 
task with parents 
Role play- writing 
opportunities 
Labelling the different 
people who help 
Writing a letter to send 
home 

Introduction of set 1 
sounds/ letter 
formation 
Role play- writing 
opportunities 
Labelling jungle 
animals 

Introduction of set 1 
sounds/ letter 
formation 
Role play- writing 
opportunities 
Labelling park from trip  
 

Mathematics walk around the 
school- what shapes 
can you see? 
Shape sorting 
Nursery rhymes with 

Building a 3d bridge 
using shapes 
Nursery rhymes with 
number singing and 
modelling with fingers 

Comparing the  weight 
of different fruits and 
vegetable 
Comparing shapes and 
sizes of seeds 

Making jolly pocket 
postman vehicle 
pictures 
3d shape sorting/ hunt, 
Counting wheels on 

Small world farm- 
different amount of 
animals in each 
section- talk about 
farm animals in UK 

Sharing food for 
seaside picnic. How 
many more? How 
many each 
Representing amounts 



 
 

number singing and 
modelling with fingers 
writing the number on 
hickory's clock 
Water tray- retelling 5 
little ducklings. 
Describing how they 
get to school creating a 
map, measuring and 
comparing our height 

Counting the number 
of buttons on the 
different gingerbread. 
Following instructions 
to make a gingerbread 
man e.g. 1 nose, 5 
buttons, ordering 
character size, 
constructing bridges 

Counting the amounts 
of seeds 
Matching beanstalk 
leaves to number 
Ordering 
Measuring beanstalks 
Making savoury salad- 
following instructions 
(number), 
match number to 
quantity- beanstalk 
leaves  
Food printing patterns, 
ordering key events of 
jasper’s story, 
Comparing the  weight 
of different fruits and 
vegetable 
 

vehicles, 
post office role play- 
customer numbers- 
ordering, creating 
towers and buildings 
for small world play 

compared to Handa’s 
farm 
Sharing food for the 
animals. How many 
more? How many each 
count and number 
animals. Describing 
positions of animals, 
above, below, behind 
etc, ordering animals 
according to size, 
animal print- designs 
and descriptions 

Number of children on 
the play equipment- 
e.g 5 on the slide 
Comparing number of 
children 
weighing and capacity 
sand and water, 
creating natural object 
from the seaside- 
patterns abab shell, 
stone, shell, stone 

Understanding 
the world 

Autumn artifacts tuft 
tray 
Focus activity- being 
creative with natural 
atelier  
Autumn leaf collection 
Family picture 
Baby pictures- how 
have I changed? 
ELF focus- on 
construction  
Circle time- who am I, 
who are we? 

Building a bridge- 
resources/ materials, 
Signs of winter- ice tuft 
tray, 
Magnetic shapes 
construction, 
Making home made 
playdough to take 
home for holidays  

Guess the vegetable 
Fruit/ vegetable 
explore- whole and cut 
open,  
Growing fruits/ 
vegetables, mini-beast 
visitor 
Role play- garden 
centre 
Cooking- cutting, 
grating skills 
plant life cycle 
alternative plant life 
cycle 
real observations- 
plant area 
Circle time- Where 

Life guards- floating 
and sinking, 
Circle time- Family 
occupations, what do I 
want to be? 
Outside garden centre 
role play, 
Outdoor building 
areas- exploring 
materials 

Role play- pet shop 
Making our own pop 
up books- Handa’s 
hens, 
Circle time- my 
favourite animal, 
Focus activity- Where 
do animals live? Africa 
vs UK  
Hen life 

Beach tuft spot 
activities 
'trip to the beach' 
postcards- what it was 
like, 
Floating and sinking 
experiment- in the sea, 
Sand challenge group 
activity- to move sand 
without dropping, 
sieving,  
Circle time- holidays 
around the world, 
Growing sunflower 
seeds, sunflower 
lifecycle 



 
 

does the runaway peas 
friends come from? 

Whole class dissection 
of a sunflower- naming 
and labelling parts 

Expressive arts 
and design 

Focus activity in the 
role play 
ELF focus on 
construction/ small 
world 
Focus activity- how to 
be creative with atelier 
Paper plate faces 
Making shapes with 
straws 
Phase 1  
Singing songs and 
rhymes 
Elmer milk carton 
collage  

Focus activity in the 
role play 
Focus activity small 
world story, 
Collage gingerbread 
man, 
Drawing the goats 
going over the bridge 
and the troll (noise and 
emotion), 
Colour mixing tuft 
spot, 
Phase 1 , 
Christmas/ Diwali 
songs 

I can eat a rainbow 
display Focus activity in 
the role play 
Focus activity small 
world story, 
Exploring colour mixing 
to create colours for 
food, 
Phase 1, 
Instruments in 
provision 

Focus activity in the 
role play 
ELF supporting small 
world city, 
Junk box buildings 
Drawing someone who 
helps you, 
Instruments in 
provision 

Focus activity in the 
role play 
Focus activity small 
world story 
Matching habitats to 
the animals 
Making a an African 
farm 
Making pens for the 
animals, 
Drawing animals stage 
by stage, 
Capturing the 
description of the 
different habitats 

Focus activity in the 
role play, 
Under the sea collage, 
Noises at the beach- 
role play visit to the 
beach 
Summer songs, 
Instruments in 
provision, music to 
dance to outside 

Yoga Learning how to relax and move our body. 
Seasonal Autumn/Winter/Diwali/Christmas. 

Introducing the Sun Dance. Seasonal 
Spring/Growth  

Finding Balance Tree Pose. 

PRE Me and my mantras Me and Krishna Krishna stories 

Trips/ visitors Walk to around the 
school Storyteller visitor Mini- beast visitor 

People who help us 
visitors e.g. fire service 

Meeting pet owners 
and their pets Local walk to the park 

Enrichment 
week/ days Diwali week 

Diwali workshop 

Anti- bullying week  
Christmas workshop 
  Reading week 

Sports day 
Earth day  

 

 


