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    Principal’s Welcome   
 
 
 

This week has seen some unexpected visitors to Avanti Hall School. Out of my office 
window I have seen an intrepid fox run across the front lawn, many birds swooping 
from tree to tree, but I was particularly delighted at the confidence of a very young 
deer who stayed long enough to let me get a picture before scuttling off into the woods. 
As you can see, I am not renowned for my photographic skills, but I felt I needed the 
evidence! It seems that our current situation is reawakening parts of nature and it is so 
evident on the school site now. I have never heard bird song so loud!  

 

 As we come to the end of the 

sixth week of lockdown, we 

worry about what is next, how 

our friends and family are coping 

and what normal will look like in the future. We have changed nearly 

everything about the way we go about our day to day lives. Today 

for example, (Thursday) I had a total of six meetings, ranging from 

30 minutes to an hour, but all would, in the pre Covid 19 way of 

working, would have been in six different locations, meaning travel, 

time lost and pollution, but now I can join them from one room, which is really refreshing. Like most things, the more we 

practice new skills, like reading or writing, the more proficient we become, and I am starting to feel that myself and my 

colleagues are gaining new skills every day in order to continue to work collaboratively as a staff body. We as a staff still 

meet, now virtually at least twice a week. On top of this, all of our phase teams meet a further two times a week and my 

leadership team meet every morning, so we communicate regularly and are working hard to help you as much as we can 

during these unprecedented times.  

You are now receiving daily contact from your child’s guardian, via a morning email through Arbor, and teachers are 

strengthening the work that is being shared with you. Your child’s guardian will also be making a phone call to speak with 

you and your child each week. Many will be calling from withheld numbers, so we ask that you arrange a convenient time 

slot so that you are aware that the withheld number will be from your child’s guardian.  

I will be in contact early next week to share with you the Curriculum Review’s findings and plans to continue to develop 

our wonderful school.  

Again, below I have included some useful links that may be of help to you. Many are the same as last week, but we will 

continue to add more in that we think will support you. The first one here is a great way of engaging in more creative 

activities:  

https://64millionartists.com/our-work/create-to-connect/ 

BBC Bitesize  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfwrcqt  

The Oak National Academy is providing a virtual curriculum  

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom  

Department for Education coronavirus helpline   

https://64millionartists.com/our-work/create-to-connect/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfwrcqt
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
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The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 relating to education 

and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as follows: Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm – Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm – Saturday and Sunday  

Update on 2020 exam series from Department for Education:   

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-

statement/Commons/2020-03-23/HCWS176/  

National Voucher Scheme update:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aldi-joins-free-school-meal-voucher-scheme?utm_source=319d4fd4-39c5-

472c-8b04-de7b0282f822&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate  

 

Further resources to support students in their home learning.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-

list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 

A list of high profile speakers who have put together some presentations for students:   

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/  

  

 I hope you remain safe and well.  

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 
Phil Arnold, 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-03-23/HCWS176/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-03-23/HCWS176/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aldi-joins-free-school-meal-voucher-scheme?utm_source=319d4fd4-39c5-472c-8b04-de7b0282f822&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aldi-joins-free-school-meal-voucher-scheme?utm_source=319d4fd4-39c5-472c-8b04-de7b0282f822&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/
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What is PSHE? 

As a parent, there are enough elements of the National Curriculum that make us raise an eyebrow and think I don’t 

remember doing that at school.  PSHE might be one of these. 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education is a school subject through which pupils develop the 

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage their lives, now and in the future. These skills and attributes 

help pupils to stay healthy, safe and prepare them for life and work in modern Britain.  

From September 2020, the Health Education and Relationships Education (primary) and the secondary 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) (secondary) aspects of PSHE education will be compulsory in all schools.  

In these unprecedented times, it is vital that we help children navigate their emotions, learn how to communicate 

effectively, build positive relationships and resilience to become healthy, independent adults. 

For more information have a look at the following website: 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/ 

Bev Weston 

                          

                                          Timetables 

 
Upper School timetable guide 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

English English [x] English Science Science 

Maths [x] Science [G] PHSE Maths Maths 

Geography RS PE Geography Music 

French History French Art History 

 

Middle School timetable guide 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Science  English English [x] Science [G] English 

Maths Science Maths Maths [x] PHSE 

Art Geog Music PE RS   

History   French History French Geog 

 
                     

 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/
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This week Holly Class have continued remotely working on their 'Animal and Human' projects. They have been 
making animals from recycled materials, and also creating fact files with information they have discovered. Some 
of the children investigated how different animals were suited to their environment and found out some really 
interesting facts! As well as that they have been working on their 'Isolation Diaries' and division facts. Well done 
Holly Class and thank you to all the parents too! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   

            Holly Home Learning 
 

Alfred Ophelia 

Daisy 
Tamsin MacLellan, Holly Class teacher 
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Massive thanks and congratulations to Martha Dade 
who has been helping her family cook healthy frozen 
meals to be donated to her local food bank. This is a 

great example of our students putting themselves out 
in the community while showing great empathy and 

compassion for others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                           

GCSE Pod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hannah Cockburn, Class 10 Guardian 

            

                Hazel Home Learning 
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        English Home Learning 

                      

 

Jane Berry, English Lead 

Violets 

White skirts billow in the breeze as she flees 

up the hill to the cool forest beyond the 

meadow.  

She runs bare-foot through wildflowers to 

her own kingdom far away and hidden in the 

greenery, where she lies on a throne of moss 

and weaves celandine through her hair. 

She sits before her court of ferns and smiles 

as the cowering lilies bow, she feasts on the 

sweet honeysuckle, smiling softly at the 

radiant primroses.  

Her lover will meet her by the timid violets, 

taking her hand as they dance to the melody 

of May and the music of their innocent youth. 

Lilly                                                                                                                  

It was over. It had happened. 

Surprised, you open one eye, then the other, slowly and gently 

making your way to the window, carefully peeling back the 

curtain. You can’t see anything. There’s just... white. The snow 

has probably covered your house if it reached the second 

story. 

Still afraid of every noise, your heart beating with every breath 

you take, you recall the events that had just happened. 

You were sitting on the lounge chair downstairs by the fire, 

enjoying a new book, when suddenly you had heard a loud 

rumbling that echoed off your walls. Startled, you had opened 

your front door to see what had happened, and lo and behold, 

a magnificent wave of snow was hurtling down the 

mountainside, covering every tree and every hut. 

And it was coming straight for you, like a fly drawn to honey. 

Yet this was much, much bigger than a fly. 

Quickly slamming your door shut, you raced up your stairs but 

were thrown to the floor when it had hit your home, rattling 

the windows in their frames and shaking the whole foundation 

of the house.  

And here you were now, shaking like a small leaf in the wind, 

too scared to go downstairs because you know that the third 

one down is creaky. Waiting for the roof to cave in because 

your heartbeat was drumming so loudly in your ears that how 

could it not? 

And so you sat with hopeless abandon, waiting, waiting, 

waiting for you to calm down and wishing that the damn clock 

on the wall wasn’t ticking so loudly. 

And so you sat with your hands over your ears, eyes squeezed 

shut. 

And so you sat. 

Madeleine 

 

Snow in March 

I looked out of the window. It had finally 

happened. The buds (that for days now had 

been contemplating waking up and greeting 

the spring day) had decided to show the bright 

faces to the world. The whole garden seems to 

be waking up alongside them. The garden was 

full of Birds and bees humming around, and 

dainty little butterflies hovering over the fresh 

flowers. But already dark clouds are moving 

over the sky. There is a threatening perfection 

to the day.  

Now as I stare out of the window that only a 

few hours ago had been bathed in sunlight all I 

see is whirling snow. All the flowers have been 

smothered and the butterflies will surly perish. 

The beautiful day is over.  

Uma 
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A study of the use of pyrography as a technique for portraying light and dark 

 
Introduction 

I have decided to use pyrography because I believe it is just as effective at capturing light and dark as shading is 
with a pencil. There are also certain advantages to be had such as the fact unlike pencil drawings the marks do not 
smudge. 
 
History of Pyrography 

Pyrography in Europe dates to the early seventeenth century, by the 19th century it was at height being popular 
with both rich and poor. Back then the process would have taken much longer however due to the lack of electric 
irons  meaning the metal rod would have to be continually heated and reheated the took time and time meant 
money meaning by the Victorian era it was only popular with gentry. As it became more and more popular more 
people decided to take up the profession they were known as poker workers, after the tool they used to burn the 
wood. 
 
Techniques in Pyrography 

An ancient form of pyrography was to use various sized coals from the fire which would have been placed in 
different positions on piece of wood in order to create a pattern. Other methods include using a red-hot poker a 
hot stone or branding iron. The tool I use is an electric soldering iron it is designed for the job, but I find it reasonably 
effective. Here are some professional tools. 
 
Ali, Ash Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

             

   GCSE Art Home Learning 

Laila Darwish, Art Lead 
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 Portfolio work from Meg, Elder class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

           GCSE Art Home Learning 
 

 Laila Darwish, Ash Class Guardian 
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There are different types of native cherry trees: 

Cherry, bird (Prunus padus), a stunning, scented show-stopper of a tree. In spring, nectar-loving animals flock to 
this beautiful tree for its almond-scented blossom. 

Cherry, sour (Prunus cerasus), acidic fruits that are adored by birds. This tree gives astonishing displays of blossom 
in spring along hedgerows and woods. 

Cherry, wild (Prunus avium), beautiful blossom and a bounty of bright red fruits. Wild cherry, one of the prettiest 
native trees, is relished by gardeners and wildlife. 

Plum, cherry (Prunus cerasifera) is a street tree, early spring flowerer and ancestor of the domestic plum. Cherry 
plum is one of the first trees to blossom in the UK. 

Folklore recorded in the north east of Scotland in 1889, referred to bird cherry trees as hackberry and many 
considered it a witch's tree. 

The tree flowers naturally at or around Easter and, in the Chilterns, some of the abundant blossoms were used to 
decorate churches at Easter. 

Wild cherry folklore has unusual associations with the cuckoo, whereby the bird has to eat three good meals of 
cherries before it may stop singing. Similarly, a children's oracular rhyme from Buckinghamshire says: 

"Cuckoo, cherry tree,  
Good bird tell me,  
How many years before I die..." 

...with the answer being the next number of cuckoo calls the singer heard. 

The wild cherry is commonly known as gean, sharing its linguistic roots with guigne, a French word for cherry. Wild 
cherries were used to make pies, wine or soup whereas the bark and roots were used to make fabric dyes. 
Cherries were used to flavour alcoholic drinks and cherry brandy can be made by filling a bottle with wild cherries, 
adding sugar and brandy and leaving for a few months. The resin which leaks from the trunk was formerly used by 
children as chewing gum. It is recorded as a treatment for coughs, and it was used to treat gall stones and kidney 
stones. 

Cherry wood is hard, fine-grained and used for turning, especially the large burls with unusual grains, which can 
appear on the trunk. It is also used for making furniture, and its red-brown wood polishes up well to a deep, shiny 
brown colour.  

 

 

 

           

         Tree of the week - Cherry 
 

https://treesforlife.org.uk/forest/forest-ecology/tree-bark/
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