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Curriculum for Avanti Hall School

Focus days/themed weeks and festivals

Throughout the academic year we hold a number of ‘focus days’ where the pupils will study an 
alternative curriculum. We will plan to have at least 4 ‘focus days’ per school year. Our teachers will 
plan a whole day of exciting activities that will be educational, fun and also provide learners with 
opportunities to experience a broader understanding of the world we live in. We will align the ‘focus 
days’ with an agreed festival calendar and focus on a range of themes that may include: bringing the 
world to Avanti Hall (countries, culture and religion); horticulture, herbs, the healing properties of 
plants (introducing innovative ways of attracting wildlife into the school gardens); working as a team 
and community service. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception class)

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. We value the 
importance that the EYFS plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development.  
We also view the EYFS as preparation for life and not simply preparation for the next stage of 
education.  
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2020 / 2021
New term dates for 2021/2022

The school year and timings of the school day

08:45 - 08:55 Yoga/Assembly

08:55- 09:55 Session 1 

09:55 - 10:10 Break

10:10 - 11:10 Session 2

11:10 - 11:30 Feedback 

catch up

11:30- 12:30 Session 3

12:30 - 13:15 Lunch

13:15 - 15:15 Session 4

9:00 - 9:10 Registration

9:10 - 10:10 Period 1

10:10 - 11:10 Period 2

11:10 - 11:30 Break

11:30 - 12:30 Period 3

12:30 - 13:30 Period 4

13:30 - 14:15 Lunch

14:15 - 14:30 PM Registration

14:30 - 15:30 Period 5

15:30 - 16:30 Period 6 (Tuesday 

and Thursday 

KS4 only)

School day timings
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TERM START FINISH

Autumn – Staff Inset Days 02/09/21 03/09/21

Autumn – Term 1 For pupils 

(Staggered times to be confirmed)

06/09/21 22/10/21

Autumn Break 2021 25/10/21 29/10/21

Autumn 2 01/11/21 17/12/21

Christmas Break 2021 20/12/21 03/01/22

Spring Term 1 04/01/22 18/02/22

Spring Half Term Break 2022 21/02/22 25/02/22

Spring – Staff Inset Day 28/02/22 28/02/22

Spring Term 2 01/03/22 08/04/22

Easter Break 2022 11/04/22 22/04/22

Summer Term 1 25/04/22 27/05/22

Summer Half Term Break 2022 30/05/22 03/06/22

Summer Term 2 06/06/22 22/07/22

PRIMARY SECONDARY

2

Trust Inset Day TBC TBC

Trust Inset Day TBC TBC
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Curriculum for 
Avanti Hall School

Focus days/themed weeks and festivals

Throughout the academic year we will hold 6 ‘focus days’ 
where the pupils will study an alternative curriculum. 
Teachers will plan and deliver a whole day of exciting 
activities that will be educational, fun and provide learners 
with opportunities to experience a broader understanding 
of the world we live in. The focus days will be aligned to an 
agreed festival calendar and explore a range of topics that 
may include: bringing the world to Avanti Hall (countries, 
culture and religion); horticulture, herbs, introducing 
innovative ways of attracting wildlife into the school gardens; 
working as a team and community service.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception 
class)

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build 
the rest of their lives. We value the importance that the EYFS 
plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and 
development.  We also view the EYFS as preparation for life 
and not simply preparation for the next stage of education.  
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Domain of Learning: Physical development and movement
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Our curriculum for EYFS will be based on the Statutory framework for the early years foundation 
stage (Setting the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five). 
We will use Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage; non-statutory guidance 
material which support the implementation of the statutory requirements of the EYFS. At the end 
of the Reception year, each child will be assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs), each 
one linked to one of the seven areas of learning highlighted in the EYFS curriculum below.

In keeping with the recommendations in the curriculum review we will be focusing on the 
following domains of learning as highlighted below:

Avanti Hall School: 

domains of learning

National curriculum areas of learning

English and Languages Communication and 

Language (C&L)

Literacy (Reading 

& Writing)

Mathematics Mathematics (Number & Shape, 

Space and Measure)

Place and Time Physical Development  (PD)

Arts, Music and Crafts Expressive Arts and Design (EAD)

Physical development and movement Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development (PSED)
Philosophy, faith and belief 

(to include PSED)

Nature and the environment, 

science and technology

Understanding the World (UW)

These domains of learning and development will shape educational provision in our Early Years. 
All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. None of the areas of 
learning can be delivered in isolation from the others; they require a balance of adult led and 
child initiated activities in order for most children to reach the levels required at the end of EYFS. 
Children’s development levels are assessed and as the academic year progresses, the balance 
will shift towards a more equal focus on all areas of learning, as children grow in confidence and 
ability within the three prime areas.  

The children in the Reception class will also participate in daily phonics sessions, following a 
nationally recognised programme such as ‘letters and sounds’ or ‘Read, Write Inc.’
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We aim to support all children to become independent and collaborative learners by:

• Providing a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and development

• Providing a broad, balanced and creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations for 
further learning and development

• Fostering independence and self-confidence in all children 

• Valuing what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to 
progress

• Developing strong relationships with parents and carers to build a partnership in supporting their 
children. We know parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the 
contribution they make 

• Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of the 
individual child including those who have additional needs.  

The early-years curriculum we will offer children is based on the following principles:  

• It builds on what children already know and can do

• It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged  

• It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the 
needs of young children, and activities that provide opportunities for learning both indoors and 
outdoors

• It provides a rich and stimulating environment

• It acknowledges the importance of a full working partnership with parents and carers.  
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Key Stage 1

Domain(s) of Learning: English and Languages

Hours per 

week

Other information

English and a modern 

foreign language (French)

9 English (includes phonics and guided 

reading): 8.5 hours per week

French: 0.5 hours per week

At KS1, the curriculum is delivered through discreet subjects. We know young children learn best 
through experiencing a curriculum which is relevant and meaningful to them. This is based on 
good early years practice and in encompassing the National Curriculum requirements. English 
and mathematics will be delivered discretely. The children may be involved in directed and 
independent cross curricular activities related to the week’s learning objectives, throughout the 
day, either with an adult or independently. 

Ages 5 - 7Examples of theme / topics

Autumn Spring Summer

Nursery Rhymes Ourselves Adventures 

and Journeys

Change Colour and 

Pattern

Animals

Dragons and Dinosaurs Favourite Books Out and 

About

Shops and Cooking Me and my World At the Farm

We will ensure the learning environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three 
characteristics of effective learning:  

• Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, 
and ‘have a go’.  

• Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.  

• Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their 
own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout EYFS. The planning objectives 
are from the Development Matters Statements in the Early Years Foundation Stage document. The 
planning is based upon themes/topics with discrete phonics, mathematics and reading directed 
teaching. 

The EYFS staff will use observations as the basis for planning; observing children to identify their 
achievements, interests and next steps for learning. These observations will direct planning. 

Children will have access to both inside and outside areas across the day; this has a positive effect 
on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different 
ways and in different scales than when indoors. We are investigating ‘Forest School Status’ or ‘City 
Farm status’ and we would hope that some of the learning can take place in a woodland or natural 
environment to support the development of a relationship between the learner and the natural 
world.
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Domain of Learning: Arts, Music and Crafts

Domain of Learning: Philosophy, faith and belief

Hours per 

week

Other information

Performing and 

expressive arts including 

music and singing

1.5

Hours per 

week

Other information

Philosophy, faith and belief 2 Will include PHSE and SRE (compulsory 

from September 2020)

Domain of Learning: Nature and the environment, science and technology

Hours per 

week

Other information

Science and environmental 

studies and computing

3 Science and environmental studies: 2

Computing: 1

We are investigating ‘Forest School Status’ 

or ‘City Farm status’ and we would hope 

that some of the learning can take place 

in a woodland or natural environment to 

support the development of a relationship 

between the learner and the natural world.

Forest School 1

Total hours in the KS 1 25
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Domain(s) of Learning: Mathematics

Hours per 

week

Other information

Mathematics 5

Domain of Learning: Place and Time

Hours per 

week

Other information

History and Geography 1.5 Delivered through a theme/

topic based approach

Domain of Learning: Physical development and movement

Hours per 

week

Other information

PE, sport and yoga 2
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Hours per 

week

Other information

Performing and 

expressive arts including 

music and singing

1.5

Total hours in the KS 2 25

Domain of Learning: Arts, Music and Crafts

12

Key Stage 2

12

Domain(s) of Learning: English and Languages

Hours per 

week

Other information

English and a modern 

foreign language (French)

8.5 English: 7.5 hours per week

French: 1 hour per week

Domain(s) of Learning: Mathematics

Pupils will enter key stage 2 equipped to access a broad and balanced curriculum, that includes 
all of the required subjects of the national curriculum as well as yoga, a modern foreign language 
and environmental studies. Continuity and progression towards secondary education will be 
devised by teachers from key stage 2 and teachers from Avanti Hall’s secondary school working 
closely together.  A carefully constructed curriculum in the core subjects and provision to develop 
the skills that bridge the two key stages will help to guard against regression in rates of progress.

Hours per 

week

Other information

Mathematics 5

Domain of Learning: Place and Time

Hours per 

week

Other information

History and Geography 1.5 Delivered through a theme/

topic based approach

Domain of Learning: Physical development and movement

Hours per 

week

Other information

PE, sport and yoga 2

Ages 7 - 11



Key Stage 3

Domain(s) of Learning: English and Languages

Hours per week

English 4

Modern foreign 

language (French)

1.5

Domain(s) of Learning: Mathematics

By this point in their education pupils will need to be challenged to learn with even greater 
independence within a more specialised curriculum which will have an increasing focus on 
specialist subject areas. Greater detail within a wider range of subjects will help to prepare pupils  
as students will still be studying Key Stage 3 in year 9 and hopefully stay on to Key Stage 4 at 
Avanti Hall School.

Hours per week

Mathematics 4

Ages 11 - 14

Domain of Learning: Philosophy, faith and belief

Hours per 

week

Other information

Philosophy, faith and belief 2 Will include PHSE and SRE (compulsory 

from September 2020)

Hours per 

week

Other information

Science, computing 

and Environmental 

Studies (including time 

taken out for visits)

3.5 Science: 2.5

Computing: 1

We are investigating ‘Forest School Status’ 

or ‘City Farm status’ and we would hope 

that some of the learning can take place 

in a woodland or natural environment to 

support the development of a relationship 

between the learner and the natural world.

Forest School 1

Domain of Learning: Nature and the environment, science and technology

14

Total hours in the KS 2 25
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Domain of Learning: Philosophy, faith and belief

Total hours in the KS 3 25

Domain of Learning: Nature and the environment, science and technology

Domain of Learning: Arts, Music and Crafts

Hours per week

Music 1

Art 1

Drama 1

Graphics 0.5

Hours per week Other information

Philosophy, faith and belief 1 PHSE will be extended 

through tutor 

programmes, focus 

days and within the 

festival calendar

PHSE 0.5

Hours per week

Science 4

Computing 1

Forest School 0.5

16
16

Domain of Learning: Place and Time

Hours per week

History 1.5

Geography 1.5

Domain of Learning: Physical development and movement

Hours per week Other information

PE and sports 1.5

Yoga 0.5 Yoga delivered in 

tutor and pastoral 

programmes 
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Domain of Learning: Arts, Music and Crafts

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

Music 2.5 Option BTEC

Photography 2.5 Option

18

Key Stage 4

18

Domain(s) of Learning: English and Languages

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

English 5 Compulsory English Literature: 

2 lessons a week

English Language: 

3 lessons a week

Modern foreign language 2.5 Compulsory French

Domain(s) of Learning: Mathematics

In key stage 4, pupils will undertake a range of GCSE subjects that will allow them to gain the core 
skills needed to flourish, both academically and holistically. Students will have the opportunity to 
study the following subjects: English (Language and literature); Mathematics; MFL (French); History 
or Geography; Science (Combined sciences); Pupils will also study an option of GCSE Art; PRE; 
PE; Drama; Photography or Music. To include the options pupils will have 2 period 6 lessons on a 
Tuesday and a Thursday. 

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

Mathematics 4 Compulsory

Domain of Learning: Place and Time

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

Geography 2.5 Compulsory

Ages 14 - 16

Domain of Learning: Physical development and movement

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

PE and sports 1.5 Compulsory

PE GCSE 2.5 Optional

Yoga 0.5 Compulsory Yoga delivered in 

tutor and pastoral 

programmes

Drama 2 Option
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Domain of Learning: Philosophy, faith and belief

Total hours in the KS 4 27

Domain of Learning: Nature and the environment, science and technology

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

PSHE 0.5 Compulsory PHSE will be extended 

through tutor 

programmes, focus 

days and within the 

festival calendar

PRE 1

Hours per 

week

Compulsory/ 

voluntary

Other information

Science 4 Compulsory Combined Science

Forest School 0.5

Learner Qualities & Curriculum Model

At Avanti Hall, our aim is to enable our students  
to be the very best version of themselves and 
ultimately contribute to making the world a 
better place (The Avanti Way).
 

Through a curriculum built on  the Avanti three 
pillars and  by actions underpinned by the  six 
core values, students are able to learn , develop 
and grow into a life of fulfilled potential.

21



Avanti Hall School
Cowley Bridge Road, Exeter, EX4 5AD

Phone 01392 757 371
Website www.avanti.org.uk/avantihall

Avanti Fields School is part of the Avanti Schools Trust
Avanti Schools Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales
Registered No: 07506598 • Registered Office: Avanti Schools Trust, Wemborough Road, Stanmore, Middx, England, HA7 2EQ


