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Avanti Hall School, Exeter

Welcome from Phil 
Arnold, Principal

It is an absolute pleasure, on 
behalf of the Trust, staff and 
students, to welcome you to 
our school.

Avanti Hall School is an all 
through school, based in the 
historic grounds of Thomas 
Hall in Exeter. It is our belief 
that education should 
provide each and every 

student with the core skills needed to feel confident 
in themselves in order to achieve academic 
excellence through a diverse and rich programme of 
study that has holistic development at its core.

Through a creative curriculum that includes Yoga, 
mindfulness and outdoor learning, each child at 
Avanti Hall will explore their own identity and work 
to develop their individual potential. We work closely 
with parents and guardians to enhance aspirations 
for students and ensure that all children have the 
support they need to thrive at every stage of their 
school life.

My ambition is for Avanti Hall School to become one 
of the most successful schools in the country. We 
are working to build a strong sense of community, 
provide an inspirational curriculum and develop 
exceptional teaching and learning to continually 
improve our provision. This is a fantastic time to join 
our school and become part of something special.

As part of the Avanti Schools Trust, Avanti Hall School 
students have opportunities to work alongside 
their peers in schools in London and Leicester to 
collaborate and engage with exciting projects that 
will enable our students to become successful global 
citizens and flourish in a rapidly changing world.

Please do contact the school office with any 
questions you may have about our unique and 
wonderful school.
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Our school prepares students for their respective life-journeys by promoting 
educational excellence, character formation and spiritual insight.

Educational Excellence
Our vision for educational excellence is one where deeply inspired teachers 
nurture joyful students and nourish their innate passion for learning. 
Learning is a quest to discover each student’s unique gifts and potential and 
lay the foundation for their lifelong journey of learning. This is inseparable 
from high academic standards, where a challenging holistic curriculum 
cultivates independently thoughtful and reflective students by working 
towards a sense of mastery, emphasising depth, and not just breadth.

 

Character Formation
Our vision for character formation is one where virtues are taught by 
example and a supportive community of learners fosters a powerful 
sense of individual and collective purpose. Learning develops for these 
conscious changemakers as a quest for making the world a better 
place, starting with oneself. The capacity to internalise and put into 
practice what we have learned is the true test of learning. Building 
this capacity demands an experiential, virtues-led curriculum that 
embraces collaboration, custodianship and global perspectives.

 

Spiritual Insight
Our vision for spiritual insight is one where our interconnectedness with 
all living beings and with the universe, urges acts born out of humility and 
love, and the Self is perceived beyond its layers of coverings. Learning 
blossoms for these seekers as a quest for self-discovery and opens the door 
to their unlimited potential; an antidote to the emptiness of a materialistic 
or mechanistic worldview. The curriculum unveils the possibilities of 
sacredness and transcendence at every moment and so engenders a deeply 
positive attitude to life, enduring happiness and heartfelt relationships.

The Three Pillars

We have incredible 
potential and 
can achieve this 
when nurturing all 
parts of ourselves 
– intellectual, 
emotional, physical 
and spiritual.

We care for and 
respect all life – 
human, animal and 
plant – and live in a 
way that causes the 
least possible harm.

We serve a higher 
purpose by living 
a meaningful and 
satisfying life of 
contribution.

We choose how we 
wish to respond to life 
and what we nurture 
within.

We each observe 
the one same reality 
from our own unique 
perspective and 
engage in open-
minded dialogue to 
deeply enrich our 
vision.

We are nourished by 
personal relationships 
that fulfil our need 
to love and be loved, 
encouraging us to be 
the best we can be.

Core Values
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We want to involve you as parents and 
carers fully in your child’s education. By 
working closely with you we can ensure 
that each stage of your child’s journey 
is stimulating, positive and enriching. 

We will provide:

• The very best teaching in every 
subject and every classroom;

• A rigorous curriculum that challenges 
and stretches every student to 
be the best that they can be;

• A regular and robust assessment and 
reporting system that clearly informs 
you about your child’s progress;

• An enrichment programme that 
includes academic, sport and 
music related activities;

• A wide range of local, national and 
international educational visits;

• Clear and precise feedback that 
enables every student to master key 
skills and build their understanding;

• Opportunities to contribute 
to the life of the school and 
develop their leadership skills;

• A safe learning environment in which 
your child can flourish and be happy.

Our Commitment to 
Parents, Carers and 
Students
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Tour of the School

Reception
Avanti Hall is set in 
beautiful grounds, and 
the main entrance is a 
historic building that is 
filled with character.

Classrooms
Each room boasts its own 
uniquely themed personality, 
with abundant facilities to 
support all subjects and creativity 
inspired learning to inspire awe 
and wonder in every child.

Outdoor Play 
Area
A large playground area 
surrounds the school, with space 
to play in front of the main house 
and in the walled garden.

Forest School
Our grounds include 
historic trees from all over 
the world and a polytunnel 
to extend the growing 
season. We offer many 
ways for students to learn 
about the importance 
of nature, sustainability 
and the environment.

Main Hall
Our Main Hall is used for 
performances of all kinds, with 
state of the art lighting, sound 
system and projection to enhance 
presentations and productions. 
We also use our hall for indoor 
sports and creative workshops.

EYFS Room
A feast for the senses, this 
colourful and homely space 
makes learning fun with a small, 
friendly environment, where 
children will learn through 
play and build key skills.

Science Lab 
Our newest addition to the 
building brings experiments to 
life, hosting live demonstrations in 
addition to fun after-school clubs. 

Library
Our diverse and well 
equipped library offers a 
quiet and inspiring space for 
students to find resources 
and work or read quietly.

Gym
Our gym is built for all ages, 
with excellent professional 
equipment to suit all levels of 
proficiency. Students from all 
year groups are welcomed 
into our extra curricular clubs.
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“Plan activities 
that will enable 
students to 
demonstrate 
understanding 
and master 
skills”

Learning and Teaching
We will create a learning culture which recognises that we are all lifelong learners. 
Students will be  challenged in every lesson to adopt a positive, ‘can do’ mindset and 
to demonstrate progress and improvement. We will develop students’ capacity to learn 
so they become more and more independent as they progress through the school. 
We believe that students who understand the psychology of thinking and learning, 
and are engaged by inspirational teaching, achieve the highest levels of success. 

Through a planned programme of training 
and development supported by The Avanti 
Institute we will ensure that all Avanti 
Trust Schools have a highly developed 
sense of what constitutes great teaching. 
We will continuously train and coach 
our staff on every feature of high quality 
pedagogy, in order that every student gets 
an education that is second to none. 

We will ensure that all our teachers:

1. Provide explanations and instructions 
that are clear and concise

2. Check every student’s understanding 
before moving on to new topics

3. Model excellence through effective 
scaffolding of ideas and concepts

4. Ensure that the needs of 
every student are understood, 
planned for and met

5. Continuously engage and 
intellectually challenge 
students in their class

6. Plan activities that will enable 
students to demonstrate 
understanding and master skills

7. Manage students behaviour in a 
measured and proportionate manner

8. Help students recall and apply 
prior learning to new contexts

9. Make clear to students how their 
learning will be assessed

10. Provide precise feedback 
that helps students re-draft 
and improve their work

10 Elements of Great Learning and 
Teaching in Avanti Trust Schools
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Primary Curriculum 

The Avanti Hall curriculum has been designed to meet students’ individual 
learning needs, so every student has the maximum opportunity to 
succeed and realise their ambitions. 

At KS1, the curriculum is delivered through a theme/topic based approach. 
Subjects are woven into these topics to make meaningful links. We know 
young children learn best through experiencing a curriculum which 
is relevant and meaningful to them. This is based on good early years 
practice and in encompassing the National Curriculum requirements. 
English and mathematics will be delivered discretely. The children may be 
involved in directed and independent cross curricular activities related to 
the week’s learning objectives, throughout the day, either with an adult or 
independently.

Pupils will enter KS2 equipped to access a broad and balanced curriculum, 
that includes all of the required subjects of the national curriculum as well 
as yoga, a modern foreign language and environmental studies. Continuity 
and progression towards secondary education will be devised by teachers 
from key stage 2 and teachers from Avanti Hall’s secondary school 
working closely together.  A carefully constructed curriculum in the core 
subjects and provision to develop the skills that bridge the two key stages 
will help to guard against regression in rates of progress. 08.45 Start of the day

09.00 Registration

12.00 – 

13.00 

Lunch  (12.00 to 13.15 for 

Reception class)

15.15 End of the day  (15.00 for 

Reception class)
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Secondary Curriculum 

All students will have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, which 
alongside our extra-curricular programme, will enable each child to find 
and nurture their individual talents. 
For the first three years (7, 8 and 9) students will follow a broad and 
challenging academic curriculum. This includes the following subjects 

• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Geography 
• History 
• PRE 
• PE and Yoga
• A modern foreign language (Mandarin, French or Spanish) 
• Computer Science 
• Design & Technology 
• Art 

However, we believe that building firm foundations in English and 
mathematics enable students to thrive in all their subjects and their adult 
life. To facilitate this, we offer extra time for English and mathematics in 
order that our students master their literacy and numeracy skills and are 
therefore able to choose and succeed in the very best GCSE subjects at 
Key Stage 4 (Year’s 10 and 11). 

As students move into Key Stage 4, they will take options in regards to 
the subjects they would like to pursue and this typically leads to students 
studying between eight to ten GCSEs.
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Enrichment
Enrichment is a key part of students’ 
learning and personal development at 
Avanti Hall School.  We host a range of 
opportunities for students to engage further 
with their academic learning and to develop 
key character formation qualities through a 
range of events, visits, extra-curricular and 
super curricular activities.

Student Leadership
There are many opportunities for our 
students to develop their leadership skills at 
Avanti Hall School, both within curriculum 
areas and our extra-curricular provision.  
We aim to provide opportunities for our 
students to develop leadership skills by 
succeeding together as a community 
through a shared vision and our ethos, 
using student voice to make our school 
the best it can be.  Student leadership is 
continually evolving as students take on 
more leadership roles and is ever expanding.  
Examples of student leadership roles 
include:

Student council
Prefects
Friendly faces
Subject Leaders

The Avanti Hall School’s careers curriculum 
follows the statutory guidance set out by 
the DFE and aligns with the Avanti vision to 
help each person become a well-rounded 
human being through intellectual, moral 
and spiritual growth, and so make the world 
a better place. 

Careers
Our careers programme is aspirational in 
both its design and its holistic approach, 
which ensures all students are supported to 
develop, embody and put into practice the 
essential workplace qualities and skills, as 
defined by the ‘Avanti Fields qualities wheel’ 
and learner descriptors.  It is through this 
strategic academic, experience and holistic 
approach that we aim to support all our 
students in their quest to embrace and fulfil 
all opportunities open to them in the world 
of work.

Personal Development
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Uniform

1918

Uniform and achievement have always been 
a high priority for Avanti Schools Trust. We 
believe the way in which students wear their 
school uniform reflects the importance 
which is placed on attention to detail and 
pride in the school. The smart appearance 
of our students is regularly commented 
on by parents of prospective students 
and visitors to our schools. For more 
information about the school’s uniform 
requirements please visit:

https://avanti.org.uk/avantihall/uniform/
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An important part of our ethos is around 
the provision of hot, fresh, nutritious meals. 
Sharing tasty, healthy school lunches is an 
integral part of the educational experience 
at an Avanti school. It’s also an opportunity 
to enhance social skills and table etiquette, 
ensuring lunchtimes are a positive 
experience for all. School staff often enjoy 
taking lunch with pupils, creating a family 
atmosphere.

The lunch meals cooked on-site are 
vegetarian (in line with the faith ethos of 
the school) and half-termly menus are also 
available on the School’s website.

If the lunch provision on offer does not 
meet your child’s needs, or if your child 
has specific diet requirements/preferences, 
please do speak to Govindas (our catering 

provider) so that they can provide for your 
child accordingly. We encourage parents 
to visit the school to sample the school 
lunches in order to satisfy themselves with 
the quality of provision.

We strongly encourage parents who have 
financial constraints to apply for Free School 
Meals. An application form can be obtained 
from the school office. Any forms received 
by the school will be kept confidential.

All children at Avanti Hall School must have 
a school lunch - packed lunches are not an 
option. Meals can be designed to meet the 
needs of children with specific allergies.

School Lunches
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Life at Avanti

Yoga
Every student has access to Yoga and Mindfulness 
sessions ranging from 20 minutes to 1 hour a week. 
Yoga and Mindfulness help ground students, relieve 
stress and improve their overall health and wellbeing. 

Retreats
Avanti Getaway! Staff and students get the opportunity to 
go to annual off-site retreats. These are a chance to develop 
friendships, go out of their comfort zone, improve their 
wellbeing and reconnect with nature.

22 23

Wellbeing Wisdom
Avanti staff have access to regular wellbeing sessions. Our 
previous sessions have been led by medical professionals, 
corporate coaches and even monks! We discuss everything 
from how to overcome stress to learning about meditation.

Avanti Nights
Avanti hosts regular events called “Avanti Nights” for 
parents and the wider community. This is a series of 
events focused around wellbeing and development for 
parents in their personal and family lives.

Wide, rigorous and unique 
curriculum offer
Our schools offer a dynamic classroom approach in which 
students actively explore real-world problems and challenges 
and acquire a deeper knowledge. Students at all ages engage in 
projects, from studying the environment to social experiments to 
working on scientific innovations.

Fresh Vegetarian Meals
We believe a healthy gut is the basis of a healthy life, and 
that’s why it’s so important to us that we only use the 
freshest ingredients when preparing our tasty, nutritious 
vegetarian meals available for all children.
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Reviews of Avanti

“The provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is exceptional. 

School leaders and governors, through the Avanti Trust, are wholly 
committed to ambitious outcomes for all pupils.”

Ofsted
Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills

“Being at Avanti makes work 
so enjoyable and a place that I 
look forward to going to work 
everyday, the enviroment is 
perfect not only for academics 
but for spiritual insight.”

Teacher
Teacher at Avanti

“It’s so lovely to hear that my 
daughter is so well cared for. She 
said to me the other day that she 
hasn’t felt this secure since leaving 
primary school. I’m so grateful to you 
all and can’t thankyou you enough”

Year 8 Parent
Avanti Hall School 

“I really appreciate how much you’ve 
communicated with parents with 
friendly, professional, and informative 
weekly newletters, as well as your 
quick responses by phone, email 
and your many Zoom meetings”

Year 7 & 10 Parent
Avanti Hall School

“My daughter is so excited 
about learning to read. She is 
reading everything and anything 
she can get her hands on. Her 
teachers have been wonderful.”

Year 1 Parent
Avanti Hall School

Avanti Schools Across the UK
Avanti Schools are based across the 
country. The idea for Avanti began 
in 2003 and our first school was 
opened in 2008. Our vision was 
for a family of schools based upon 
our core principles of educational 
excellence, character formation, 
and spiritual insight. We now have 
close to 4,700 students and 600 
members of staff across our family 
of 11 schools with three more 
schools in pre-opening.

Avanti has a proven approach 
to school development and 
improvement, with excellent 
student outcomes across our 
schools for example our school 
outcomes are amongst 
the top 10% in the country at 
Key Stage 2 and 4.
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AVANTI 
COURT
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Barkingside

AVANTI
MEADOWS
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Bishop’s 
Stortford

KRISHNA 
AVANTI
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Edgware

AVANTI HOUSE
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Stanmore

AVANTI HOUSE
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL
Stanmore

KRISHNA 
AVANTI
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Croydon

AVANTI 
FIELDS
SCHOOL
Leicester

KRISHNA 
AVANTI
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
Leicester

AVANTI 
GARDENS 
SCHOOL
Bristol

AVANTI 
HALL
SCHOOL
Exeter

AVANTI
PARK
SCHOOL
Somerset

AVANTI
GRANGE
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL
Bishop’s 
Stortford

Avanti Hall School   |   Prospectus Avanti Hall School   |   Prospectus



Accepting applications for both reception 
and year 7. In the event of receiving 
more applications than there are places, 
please refer to the Admissions Policy 
for our oversubscription criteria. 

Admissions“The provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is exceptional. 

School leaders and governors, through the 
Avanti Trust, are wholly committed to 
ambitious outcomes for all pupils.”

Ofsted

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS POLICY

https://avanti.org.uk/avantihall/admissions/
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A Journey of
Self-Discovery

AVANTI SCHOOLS TRUST
The Trust website is a good 
starting point to learn 
about the Avanti vision at 
play in our schools. Short 
videos are also online.

www.avanti.org.uk

SCHOOL LIFE IN DETAIL
The school website offers 
up-to-date information on key 
aspects of school life, from 
ethos to admissions; school 
lunches to job opportunities.

www.avanti.org.uk/avantihall

HIGHLIGHTS AND UPDATES
The Avanti Life magazine brings 
you the very best of what’s 
happening within our family of 
schools. Also available in print.

www.avanti.org.uk/life

SOCIALISING
We use Facebook as a shared 
community page where many 
school and Trust highlights 
are broadcast – a great way to 
stay informed and in touch.

www.facebook.com/avantischools

TWITTER
At Avanti Hall we use twitter 
to keep everyone updated 
about the amazing work our 
teachers and pupils are doing.

@avantihall

Avanti Hall School
Thomas Hall
Cowley Bridge Road
Exeter
EX4 5AD

Phone 01392 757371
Email avantihall@avanti.org.uk
Website www.avanti.org.uk/avantihall

Avanti Hall School is part of the Avanti Schools Trust
Avanti Schools Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales
Registered No: 07506598 • Registered Office: Avanti Schools Trust, Wemborough Road, Stanmore, Middx, England, HA7 2EQ


