
 
  
 



 



 
  
 

At Avanti Hall, we are committed to the success of every student. Our 
curriculum is designed to support academic progress throughout each 
key stage, supporting successful external examinations at the end of 
Year 11. 

 
Students follow a broad curriculum in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, before taking some ownership of their curriculum 
pathway in Year 10. This year we will have 2 pathways within the option process. Almost all of our students are put 
ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�͚�ŶŐůŝƐŚ��ĂĐĐĂůĂƵƌĞĂƚĞ͛�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ�Ăƚ�'�^�͕�
including English, Mathematics, at least two Sciences, and a Modern Foreign Language. Students will then choose 
either Geography or History and two further GCSEs to complete their Key Stage 4 learning journey. This booklet 
contains information about each course offered to help students decide between the three options. If a student 
follows pathway 2, there will be some adjustments to ensure that we can support your child in their key stage 4 
learning. 

When making their choices, the best advice we can give is for your child to select the subjects in which they feel 
most confident and which they enjoy the most. Our goal is to ensure a balanced curriculum, which gives     
reasonable class sizes and which offers each student the chance of                                                                                             
obtaining the best possible examination results at the end of Year 11.                                                                    
Inevitably, therefore, we are unlikely to satisfy everybody; reserve                                                                                 
choices may have to be employed where a particular subject is over-                                                                                   
or under-subscribed. Nevertheless, our overall aim will be to meet                                                                                     
the needs of each individual as far as is possible within the timetable. 

 
Regards 

 



  
 THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE 

Pathway 1: 

All students in pathway 1 will have the opportunity to follow the full English Baccalaureate. This is awarded 
to students who are successful in gaining GCSE grades 9 - 5 in the following subjects: 

· English Language 
· Mathematics 
· Combined or Triple Science 
· One Humanity subject in either History or Geography 
· One Modern Foreign Language (French) 
It is accepted that the combination of subjects in the English Baccalaureate has become a selection criterion 
for universities and employers. The Russell Group of Universities (considered the best 24 universities in the 
country) has made it known that Modern Foreign Languages and a Humanities subject are two of the eight 
facilitating subjects they desire for entry.                                                                                                         

Students will continue to follow a two-week timetable, with 25 lessons each week. This allows for a developed 
curriculum that offers academic rigour, but also supports our wider curriculum delivery. Along with the core 
examination curriculum, pupils will continue to have focused lessons in PHSE and core PE. The breakdown of 
subjects is split over the two-week timetable, with 50 available lessons. 
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Pathway 2: 

In offering a differentiated approach to GCSE option selection, we want to ensure that we are able to support all 
attainment groups within the cohort to achieve the best possible outcomes at GCSE and to set them up for success 
at the next stage of their education. To this end, we have created a second pathway for our students. This pathway 
ensures that learners can gain qualifications in 8 GCSEs, but will have opportunities to spend more time to focus 
on the core subjects that will allow for progression on to Post 16 provision. 
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Combined / Triple Science 
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Avanti Way 

English Language inspires and motivates learners, enabling them to develop skills 
in reading, writing and communication. Through their GCSE in English Language 
they will hone analysis skills by covering texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries.  
Students will learn to enquire, form opinions and interpret ideas and information. 
They will develop skills to enable them to reflect critically and evaluate fiction 
and non-fiction texts in order to have greater understanding of the world around 
them. 
English Language encourages learners to write coherently and for a sustained 
amount of time. It encourages them to develop the accuracy of their writing, 
their sentence structures and use a wide range of vocabulary. Their lessons are 
designed to equip them with the vital literacy skills for their other subjects and 
for continued life-long learning.  
In the Speaking and Listening examination, learners will understand the 
important role of communication, courage and self-discipline. Learners will 
engage an audience through a prepared speech which is delivered to their peers. 
They will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction for this as a separate grade 
alongside the number grade they achieve for their English Language GCSE. 

Assessment 

 

Trips 
Trips: Students will be offered enrichment activities to enhance the knowledge 
they have of the texts we are studying. For example, trips to a theatre to watch 
a play we are studying, attending poetry events or writing workshops. 
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        Combined ʹ COMPULSORY 
        Triple ʹ OPTIONAL (Pathway 1) 
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Assessment 

Triple Science Continued 
Paper 2           
What's assessed - Topics 6ʹ10: The rate and 
extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; 
Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere; 
and Using resources. 
How it's assessed - Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes - Foundation and Higher Tier - 100 marks - 
50% of GCSE 
PHYSICS 
Paper 1 
What's assessed - Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; 
Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
How it's assessed - Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes - Foundation and Higher Tier - 100 marks - 
50% of GCSE 
Paper 2 
What's assessed - Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; 
Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space 
physics. 
Questions in paper 2 may draw on an 
understanding of energy changes and transfers 
due to heating, mechanical and electrical work and 
the concept of energy conservation from Energy 
and Electricity. 
How it's assessed - Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes - Foundation and Higher Tier - 100 marks - 
50% of GCSE 

Trips 

We will plan to take students to the Big Bang Fair at Westpoint, Exeter to experience 
hands-on activities, interactive 
workshops, exciting theatre shows and opportunities to talk to scientists and 
engineers from local and national companies all over the UK. We will also plan trips to 
London GCSE science in action 
Outdoor learning 
We have the benefit of being able to use our beautiful site to study ecology, and can 
make great use of the outdoor space for investigations into other topics such as 
sound, effect of exercise on heart a breathing rates and terminal velocity. 
Science Leaders 
We will plan to initiate a STEM programme and the option to enter the national Big 
Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition, where they could end up 
presenting their projects at the Big Bang Fair, locally and nationally. As part of the 
programme, club members will act as ambassadors for Science within school, 
encouraging and supporting younger students to access and engage in science and 
enquiry-related projects. 

Post 16 and career 
pathways 

Studying science and the skills developed by doing so opens the doors to a wide range 
of career paths. Depending on which discipline is most of interest, this could include: 
- Biology-related careers: biomedical scientists, nurse, vet 
- Chemistry-related careers: chemical engineer, forensic scientist, lab technician 
- Physics-related careers: astronomer, nuclear engineer, electrician 
- Research 

Domain of learning ʹ  Nature and the environment,  
science and technology 
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GCSE music 
DĂŶǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�'�^��DƵƐŝĐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ƚŽ��͛ůĞǀĞů�DƵƐŝĐ�Žƌ�
Level 3 BTEC Music. A Music Qualification provides the basis for a 
range of Higher Education courses and areas of employment such as 
performance, music production, TV, theatre and film, computer 
games music, composition, sound engineering, music promotion, 
publishing and Arts management. Universities and employers often 
consider a music qualification as an asset to potential 
undergraduates or employees. 

Post 16 
�͛>ĞǀĞů�Music or Level 3 BTEC Music at Exeter College or Academy 
of Music & Sound. 
Post 18 
There are a wide variety of Higher Education courses in Music and 
Music Performance. 

 
  



 
 
 

               Avanti Way 

Religious Education contributes dynamically to children and young 
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ďǇ�ƉƌŽǀŽŬŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of 
right and wrong and what it means to be human. In RE they learn about 
and from religions and worldviews in local, national and global contexts, 
to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions. 
They learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to 
develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree 
respectfully. 
 
GCSE Religious Studies (RS) provokes challenging questions about the 
meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, 
and what it means ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶ͘�'�^��Z^�ǁŝůů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
knowledge and understanding of Christianity and Hinduism and fosters 
personal reflection and Spiritual Insight. 
 
Religious Studies is offered as a core GCSE for KS4. All students have 
started studying GCSE level Religious Studies in year 9. 
 
tĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ��Y��ZĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�͚�͛�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�;ĐŽĚĞ�ϴϬϲϮͿ͘�dŚĞ�
course gives students a broad understanding of the beliefs and practices 
of two faiths (Christianity and Hinduism), as well as exploring a range of 
philosophical and ethical questions. Students will be able to reflect on 
and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in light of what they 
have learnt. The themes studied will promote awareness of modern-
world issues and enhance qualities such as respect and understanding, 
and skills such as critical thinking. 

Assessment 

Pathway 1 students will sit 2 exams in the following two components. 
Component 1: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 
                        · Beliefs and Teachings in Hinduism 
                        · Practices in Hinduism 
                        · Beliefs and Teachings in Christianity 
                        - Practices in Christianity 
 
Component 2: Thematic Studies 
                        · Theme B: Religion and Life 
                        · Theme C: The Existence of God and Revelation 
                        · Theme A: Relationships and Families 
                        · Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment 
 
Each component is examined with a written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes. 
Each paper is worth 50% of the GCSE. 
 
Pathway 2 students will study some of the GCSE topics above but will 
also have the opportunity to choose a theme to explore. For example, 
current year 10 pupils are exploring religion through art. 
 

PRE 

Domain of learning ʹ Philosophy, Faith and Belief  
OPTION 2 

Trip
s 

Trip
s 
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Trips 

Students will have the opportunity to visit local places of worship 
and to attend relevant events held nearby. Guest speakers will be 
ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŽ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƉƵƉŝůƐ͛�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǁŽ�
religions and the issues studied through thematic studies. The 
study of Hinduism will complement what students are taught in 
yoga and this will further develop their Spiritual Insight. 
 

Post 16 and Career 
Progression 

ZĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�
readiness for their future working life in our multicultural 
multifaith world. If pupils choose to continue their studies, 
relevant A Level subjects are Religious Studies, Philosophy, 
Psychology and Sociology. The skills learned as part of studying 
philosophy & religious studies can be useful in many different jobs 
that require logical thought or communication of ideas. Many 
people who study Religious Studies go on to work in careers in 
law, education, politics or business. 
 

PRE 

Domain of learning ʹ Philosophy, Faith and Belief  
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