
Year 2 
Fabulous Flamingos & Precious Peacocks



Henry ‘Box’ Brown

When the children were in year 1 they listened 
to the life and story of Henry ‘Box’ Brown. 

In year 2, the children were provided with an 
opportunity to build on their prior learning and 
dig deeper into the life and struggles of Henry’s 

life as a slave. 
Each lesson was linked to a different 

Reading Dog



Story & Comprehension

The children recapped the story of Henry ‘Box’ 
Brown. They discussed what they already knew 

before listening to the story. 





Sequencing the story

To further embed the children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the story, they sequenced the 
story. Some children matched sentences to the 

parts of the story and some children wrote 
sentences on their own. 





Zone of Relevancy 

This activity gave the children opportunity to 
explore vocabulary related to freedom. 

They began the lesson listening to the song 
‘I wish I knew how it would feel to be free’ by 

Nina Simone.
This gave them time to meditate on the lyrics 

and question: 





Role Play 

To inference the feelings and emotions Henry 
Brown may have gone through, the children 
took it in turns to get into a box themselves! 

They discussed how they felt before entering 
the box, while they were in the box and what it 

felt like coming out of the box and feeling 
“freedom” again!









Creating a freedom box

The children used their gross motor skills to 
create their own ‘freedom’ box. They wrote 

positive words related to freedom and 
decorated the box with pictures of what 

freedom means to them such as a field, a bird 
and the sky! 








