


No job is more 
important than working 

with children in the 
early years.“ “



You are the professional team! You know your children! 

Show them - Tell them – Explain - IMPACT 

All staff must feel valued and 
able to contribute to planning 
and the monitoring of all 
children’s progress.

Staff must be fully on 
board and must work 

towards developing an 
exciting and vibrant 
indoor and outdoor 

environment in which 
children thrive.





Every child deserves the best possible start 
in life and the support that enables them 

to fulfil their potential.
EYFS FRAMEWORK 21’



a child’s experiences between birth and age 
five have a major impact on their future life 

chances. 
EYFS FRAMEWORK 21’

We MUST ensure that all children learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe at ALL times. 



Previously, an 
excessive focus on 

assessment and data –
NO MORE!

HOW the children 
make progress -

Pedagogy

EYFS Staff must have 
the knowledge of all 

children

Stay away from sheets 
and tick lists

Quality Interactions 
and Interventions are 

key 

Don’t do it for OFSTED 
– all about the 

children 

Communication and 
Language is 
everywhere

You know your 
children! No need for 

excessive observations

Don’t be glued to an 
iPad! Interact and 

move learning along

The NEW guidance 
specifically addresses 
the issue of children 

learning EAL

Planning is NOT 
prescribed! Make it 

work 

Emphasis on health / 
Oral Health



Ofsted recognised that there was a trend of workload-intensive management 
models that focused on pure data and prediction. 

When we tackle excessive workload, we can free up time to get our 
curriculum and provision right for those children who most depend on us.



Communication is foundational to children’s thinking, play, and literacy (EEF, 2018)

Communication is at the heart of human interaction. However, we can often forget the challenges that EYFS 
pupils face when trying to share their thoughts and listen to others.

The NEW guidance specifically addresses the issue of children learning English as an additional language (EAL).

Make sure that children’s acquisition of language and its use in frequent communication is 
given a high priority in your provision. Staff must model language very carefully and 
effectively as they speak with children discuss and introduce new vocabulary at every 
opportunity. You must use questioning effectively to encourage and extend children’s 
vocabulary and confidence with words.

You provide the narrative as 
you are Modelling / teaching.Children with poor C&L can 

become withdrawn or exhibit 
challenging behaviour… they play 

alone and are less liked by others 
in their class. ..
Julie Fisher 



PLAY is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to 
others, set their own goals and solve problems. 

Children learn by leading their own play AND by taking part in play which is guided by adults. 

Let children become 
engrossed in their play 

– they are learning

Play is a catalyst for 
learning!

Spontaneous play goes 
off on new tangents

Children bring their 
knowledge into their 

play

Play = Pleasure
Don’t drag them away 

from PLAY!

Let them exude 
enjoyment

They will build new 
relationships 

We can steer their 
play down potential 

avenues

Our questions and 
challenges will inspire 

them 
Model = Mimic Play leads to learning 

– 100%

Change contexts and 
resources to add 
excitement and 

intrigue 

https://dai.ly/x38oaxb



The EYFS educational programmes provides the curriculum framework that leaders build on to decide what they intend 
children to learn and develop. Leaders and practitioners decide how to implement the curriculum so that children make 
progress in the seven areas of learning. Leaders and practitioners evaluate the impact of the curriculum by checking what 
children know and can do’. (Early Years Inspection Handbook, p30)

What children learn in the early years is incredibly important for their future success



The ELGS have been simplified. They are clearer!  

It is especially important to note that the Early Learning Goals ARE NOT the ‘curriculum’ for the Reception 
year. They are 17 checkpoints to help us summarise what a child knows and can do at the end of the year and 
where they might need more help – A health check.  If the whole effort of the Reception year is focussed on 
the goals, then children will experience a very narrow curriculum. If vulnerable children miss out on a rich 
early years curriculum in Reception, who else will provide it?



Understanding the world 

7 Areas of Learning 

Communication and 
Language 

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development Physical development 

literacy

Expressive arts and design

Mathematics 

EYFS





Inspectors will want to understand HOW your school has designed YOUR 
EYFS curriculum to give YOUR children the foundational knowledge and 
understanding that they will then need for KS1 and for the rest of their 
education. 

“The term Curriculum is used to 
describe everything children do, 
see, hear or feel in their setting –
both planned & unplanned” 
Curriculum Guidance for the EYFS 2000



What has your EYFS TEAM decided that YOUR children in YOUR setting need to learn and the sequence that 
they need to learn it in? Don’t run before you can walk!  Build those firm foundations! 

Sequence: a particular order in which related things follow each other.

Scenario -
123



The vast majority will access the learning and ‘have a go’.  
For others, give support, let them practise, revisit and give them time in order to develop 
confidence & let them master a task.  
Think - Where do they need to go next – Watch! We can see who has got it and making good 
progress. We can see who is hesitant and needs more help or needs to have alone time to 
consolidate and revisit.  



Curriculum planning does not need to be in any specific format. It is up 
to YOUR TEAM to determine the format of YOUR planning. Remember: 
The Framework is NOT the curriculum.* It should cover the 7 areas of 
learning and YOU need to ensure that children experience a curriculum 
that is BROAD and AMBITIOUS and that prepares them ALL for their 
next stage of learning / Year 1. 

*SLT need to be on board and planning formats agreed / compromises made



Leaders have planned the curriculum with great care. It is a 
truly seamless thread from the Nursery Year to Year 6. They 
have mapped exactly what they want pupils to know in each 
subject and area, and when they need to teach things. They put 
lessons in order so that pupils’ knowledge and skills grow from 
the start.

“ “



Reception Long Term Plan 21-22
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes 
NB: These themes may 
be adapted at various 
points to allow for 

children’s interests to 
flow through the 

provision  
WELL-BEING  & Behaviour 

For Learning 

All About me!
Starting school / my new class 

/ New Beginnings 
Superheroes 

People who help us / Careers
Staying healthy / Food  / 

Human body
How have I changed? 

My family / PSED focus 
What am I good at? 

How do I make others feel? 
Being kind / staying safe 

Terrific Tales!
Traditional Tales 

Little Red Hen - Harvest
Old favourites 
Familiar tales 
Library visits 

Gingerbread Man
Cinderella 

The Nativity 
At the Panto 

Christmas Lists 
Letters to Father Christmas 

Amazing Animals! 
Life cycles 

Safari 
Animals around the 

world 
Climates / Hibernation 

Down on the Farm 
Min Beasts 

Animal Arts and crafts
Night and day animals 

Animal patterns
David Attenborough 

Happy Habitats

Come Outside! 
Plants & Flowers 

Weather / seasons 
Does the moon shine? 

The great outdoors 
Forest School 
Planting seeds 

Make a sculpture: Andy 
Goldsworthy 

Reduce, Reuse & Recycle 
Fun Science / Materials 

Ticket to ride!  
Around the Town

How do I get there? 
Where in the world have 

you been? 
Where do we live in the 

UK / world? 
Fly me to the moon! 

Vehicles past and Present 
Design your own 

transport! 
Who was Neil Armstrong? 

Fun at the Seaside! 
Under the sea

Off on holiday / clothes 
Where in the world shall 

we go? 
Send me a postcard! 

Marine life  
Fossils – Mary Anning 
Seasides in the past 

Compare: Now and then! 
Seaside art 

Possible Texts 
and 
‘old 

favourites’ 

Owl Babies 
Once there were Giants 

Stick Man 
The Smartest Giant 
The Colour Monster

The Rainbow Fish 
Funny Bones 

The Big Book of Families 
Pete the Cat 

The Jolly Postman 
Goldilocks 

Farmer Duck 
Hansel & Gretal 

The Ugly Duckling 
Christmas Story / Nativity 

Rama and Sita

The Emperors Egg
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
Aghh Spider! 

Tige who came to tea 
Diary of a wombat

Elephant and the Bad 
Baby

Pig in the Pond

The Tiny Seed 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
One Plastic Bag 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 
Tree, Seasons come and 

seasons go
A stroll through the 

seasons

The Snail and the Whale
The Way back Home 

The Naughty Bus 
Mr. Gumpy’s Outing 

The Train Ride 
Bob, The Man on the 

Moon 
Beegu 

Oi! Get off my train! 

Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch
Under the Sea Non –

Fiction
P is for Passport

The Journey 
Zoom 

Passport to Paris 
World Atlases 

Tiddler

‘Wow’ moments / 
Enrichment Weeks 

Autumn Trail 
Remembrance Day 

Nurse / Firefighter visit 
Harvest Time 

Birthdays
Favourite Songs 

Talent show 
Roald Dahl Day 

Halloween 
What do I want to be when I 
grow up? Video for parents. 

Guy Fawkes / Bonfire Night 
Christmas Time  / Nativity 

Diwali 
Hannukah 

Black History Month
Remembrance day 

Road Safety 
Stories by the Fireside 

World Space Week 
Children in Need

Anti- Bullying Week 

Zoo Lab visit 
Chinese New Year 

LENT
Story Telling Week 

Random Acts of Kindness 
Week 

Valentine’s Day
Internet Safety Day 

Animal Art week
Let’s go on Safari - An 

animal a day!

Walk to the park / Picnic 
Planting seeds 

Easter time 
Weather experiments 

Weather Forecast videos 
Nature Scavenger Hunt
Vincent Van Gogh Study

Mother’s Day 
Queen’s Birthday 

Science Week 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Post a letter
Food tasting – different 

cultures  
Map work  - Find the 

Treasure 
Start of Ramadan 

Eid
D-Day 

Let’s fly - Role play and 
Green Screen

Visit to the beach 
Under the Sea – singing 
songs and sea shanties

Fossil hunting 
Father’s Day 

Heathy Eating Week 
World Environment Day 
Anniversary of the NHS

Pirate Day 
Ice – Cream at the park



Reception Long Term Plan 21-22
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes All About me! Terrific Tales! Amazing Animals! Come Outside! Ticket to Ride! Fun at the seaside!  

Over 
Arching 

Principles 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger 
store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop 
into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence.
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on 
previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence 
across the EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each community. 
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their
individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates (not in different ways as it stated 2017). We must be aware of children who need 
greater support than others. 

PLAY: At Avanti Gardens School, we understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active. We understand that active learning 
involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe that Early Years 
education should be as practical as possible and therefore , we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play. PLAY is 
essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to relate to others around them and 
develop relationships , set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.’. 
EYFS Team

We will ensure that all children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe at ALL times. 

The ultimate purpose of education, for adults and children, is to help them cultivate love, which is both an aesthetic and rational experience.



Reception Long Term Plan 21-22
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes All About me! Terrific Tales! Amazing Animals! Come Outside! Ticket to Ride! Fun at the seaside!  

Communication 
and Language 

Talk to parents about what language 
they speak at home, try and learn a 

few key words and celebrate 
multilingualism in your setting. 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early 
age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout 
the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new 
vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the 
opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and 
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

Whole EYFS Focus – C&L is 
developed throughout the 
year through high quality 
interactions, daily group 

discussions, sharing circles, 
PSHE times,  stories, 
singing, speech and 

language interventions, Pie 
Corbett T4W actions, EYFS 

productions, assemblies  
and weekly interventions. 

Daily story 
time 

Welcome to EYFS 
Settling in activities 

Making friends 
Children talking about 
experiences that are 

familiar to them
What are your passions / 

goals / dreams? 
This is me! 

Rhyming and alliteration 
Familiar Print

Sharing facts about me! 
Mood Monsters Shared 

stories 
All about me! 

Model talk routines 
through the day. For 
example, arriving in 

school: “Good morning, 
how are you?” 

Tell me a story! 
Settling in activities
Develop vocabulary  
Discovering Passions 

Tell me a story - retelling 
stories

Story language 
Word hunts

Listening and responding 
to stories

Following instructions  
Takes part in discussion 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why 

listening is important.
Use new vocabulary 

through the day.
Choose books that will 

develop their vocabulary. 

Tell me why! 
Using language well 
Ask’s how and why 

questions…
Discovering Passions

Retell a story with story 
language 

Story invention – talk it!
Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 

understand what has 
been said to them. 

Describe events in some 
detail. 

Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity 

and understanding. 
Learn rhymes, poems and 

songs.

Talk it through! 
Settling in activities 

Describe events in detail –
time connectives

Discovering Passions 
Understand how to listen 

carefully and why listening 
is important.

Use picture cue cards to 
talk about an object: 

“What colour is it? Where 
would you find it? 

Sustained focus when 
listening to a story 

What happened? 
Settling in activities 

Discovering Passions 
Re-read some books so 

children learn the 
language necessary to talk 
about what is happening in 
each illustration and relate 

it to their own lives

Time to share! 
Show and tell 

Weekend news 
Discovering Passions 
Read aloud books to 

children that will extend 
their knowledge of the 
world and illustrate a 
current topic. Select 

books containing 
photographs and 

pictures, for example, 
places in different 

weather conditions and 
seasons. 

We understand that children will make progress at different times.  There is no right time… they will progress when they are ready. 



• Foamy Fun: Use whisks & Add colours: clean the cars at the car 
wash 

• Floating & Sinking: make predictions on a clipboard 
• Fill cups & containers by squeezing sponges: race against the 

clock 
• Syringes / tubes: Aiming at targets
• Paint the ice cubes / add salt 
• Dye the water black: What can you feel under the water –

guessing game
• Add gellibaff and lots of small world animals 
• Freeze the water beads! 
• Soap and sponges: soap in pump action containers: different 

scents 
• Freeze small world characters into ice: children to set them free 

using mini hammers or luke warm water: STEM activity 
• Leaves, petals, stones in the water: sieves and spoons

• Sieve for treasure: Sort the red / blue counters or 2D shapes
• Patterns; use combs, forks rocks, rakes, mashers etc… to create 

sand patterns
• Tricky words on cookies in the sand; find them and read them 
• Tubes, funnels, scoops, jugs, spoons and cups: lots of pouring / 

comparing 
• Add glitter for a Christmas sparkle
• Ultimate sandcastles: with flag, sparkles, sign posts, small world 

figures and leaves….Take photos / and create an estate agents type 
commentary  

• Letter formation: letters of the day / week – how many do you know? 
• coins and metal objects / non-metallic objects: use magnets to sort
• Coloured sand: add number pebbles- children to hunt for the pebbles 

taking it in turns: Which numbers do you need? 
• Volcano eruptions: add baking soda and spray guns with vinegar 

solution! 

Sand Activities Water Activities 

Sand and water are super resources for play and completely open ended. Children can determine the direction and level of  their own play and can often 

play for hours in these areas. There is no right or wrong way to play with these raw and basic materials – anything goes! Children can become highly 

engaged when playing in these areas as they promote experimentation, design, curiosity and imagination! 

https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/product/christmas-five-tricky-words-on-cookies/


Listening, Attention & 
Understanding

Speaking  Self-Regulation Managing Self Building 
Relationships 

Gross Motor Skills Fine Motor Skills
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• Hot seating: Little red Hen
• Traditional tale: True or False 

game Find out what children 
already know / how many tales 
their have heard of? 

• Play guess the traditional tale: 
Read these descriptions and look 
for the clues 

• Traditional Tale quiz time fun S

• Share half term events 
• Introduce new theme: Discuss 

what traditional tales they know? 
Can they retell them? 

• Talking about firework safety
• Story map: Little Red Hen: TfW
• Use fairy tale language to retell a 

tale 
• Feely bag game: Describe the 

object 

• Why didn’t the animals get any bread? 
Discuss the importance of working as a 
team. 

• We can’t do it YET: Share a story about 
Growth Mindset. 

• Create a sand stress ball: add a face 
• Fuzzy felt pictures with a friend 
• Listen to a favourite song / learn the 

words
• Discuss Firework safety and how we 

can stay safe this week. 

• Getting on and falling out: 
How can we get along? 
Ideas box. 

• Handwashing station: 
Follow the instructions 

• Keep a food diary for this 
week 

• Remind ourselves about 
our classroom rules / how 
can we be a team? 

• Pass on a compliment 
S

• Read the Elves and 
the Shoemaker and 
discuss kindness

• Discuss Good and Evil 
characters portrayed 
in tales –what makes 
them that way? S

• Dance afternoon – have you got the 
rhythm? 

• Skipping ropes
• Rolling a ball to a net / target 
• Boot camp: Stations (photos)  around 

outdoor provision: star jumps / sit ups / 
planks etc..

• Large brushes and buckets of water: paint 
the playground  / fence 

• Pestle and Mortar – Grinding  wheat / oats 
• Potato mashers: Crunching cornflakes
• Conkers & tweezers / containers 
• Black Playdough and glitter / stars 
• Thread the pipe cleaners through the 

colander 
• Kinetic sand dot to dot (sand and baby oil) 

use a peg board to make a print then a 
cocktail stick to join the dots. 

• Letter formation activities stuck to walls 
around the provision 
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• Look at a photograph: Discuss 
• What’s that noise? 
• Word of the week – each week 

add a word and use it! 
• Traditional tale pass the parcel: 

which tale is the prop from? S
• Design a house and tell us all 

about it! Listen to friends as they 
describe their house: Ask relevant 
questions 

• Talk about the characters from the 
stories: Draw out common words 
and discuss such as brave, kind, 
sly, angry and talk about 
children’s experiences with these 
words. 

• Share the story: The True story of 
the three little pigs and have a 
discussion. How are they the same 
/ different ? 

• Advice station: What can we do if we 
feel sad or angry? 

• In a heart beat – children to run around 
and then freeze recognizing that their 
heart beat speeds up. GM

• Listen to shells 
• Time to talk: set up a talking table / 

bench – children help each other out
• In the dark den: torches and picture 

books
• Sensory Tray: Mint and lemon 

• We ae problem solvers! 
Give out stickers: I am a 
problem solver! S

• Create a healthy plate 
showing how to have a 
balanced diet. 

• We all have different 
opinions and that’s ok. 
Discuss

• Sketching your friend: 
Can you add details: 
eye brows, fingers, 
hair… 

• How can we show we 
are grateful? What 
does that mean? S

• Children to reward 
others with gems / 
medals for showing 
kindness to others 

• Outdoor: Use blocks and materials to build 
houses

• Mix porridge / water  mix with large 
wooden spoons 

• Balance along the chalk lines
• The floor is lava game
• Tin can alley: throw beanbags to knock 

down the tins 
• Bats and balls/balloons: How man taps? 
• Action songs outside: Conga, Okey Cokey, 

oops upside your head, Cha Cha slide….

• Read Hansel and Gretal and make trails with 
little pebbles 

• Use tooth brushes to clean the muddy pigs
• Play dough and lavender
• Use sellotape & masking tape pieces to 

create a cardboard house
• Use tweezers to count out dried peas and 

haricot beans onto the Numicon pieces N
• Nuts and bolts: how quickly can you unscrew 

the nuts? Also / screw drivers and screws
• Tiny stickers around the edge of 2D shapes 
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• Children listen and join in with 
the story: Play I wonder what 
would happen if… then change 
part of the story to make it sad / 
happy / shocking etc… 

• Share a fairy tale from another 
culture: The Dragon Princess / 
The Clever Cat  /Aladdin / The Fox 
and the Tiger: Discuss: Look on 
map 

• Giving instructions – how to draw 
a person 

• Look at two fairy tale characters o 
the screen: How are they the 
same? Different? 

• Ask me a question: the children 
ask questions to others to find out 
information / super detectives! 

• Calming music / mirrors 
• Funny Friday: tell some jokes and make 

each other laugh 
• Blow bubbles outside for others to 

chase 
• Yoga GM
• Mindfulness colouring 
• Tap a balloon in time to the music
• Complete a jigsaw 
• Cosmic Kids Yoga on large screen 

• Biscuit bears with healthy 
toppings: banana / currents 

• Design a healthy mean for 
the three bears 

• Goldilocks is found asleep 
in the story: Why is sleep 
good for our body? 

• Read the Elves and 
the Shoemaker and 
discuss ‘kindness’ S

• Children to use iPad 
to take pictures of 
their friends: I like the 
way you… S

• How can Goldilocks 
improve / do the right 
things? 

• Thread cheerios onto pasta / pipe cleaners
• Roll the large die: Jump that number of 

times / hop / star jumps / freeze / lie down 
/ balance  N

• Create a chalk trail around the playground: 
arrows, footprints, obstacles, etc…

• Cups city; use a range of paper cups to 
create a large scale model e.g. fairy castle

• Plank challenge with egg timers

• Paper weaving 
• Use mini bricks / Lego and shaving foam to 

make walls / houses
• Cotton wool ball / tweezers – into the 

numbered jars in 30 seconds
• Letter formation challenge: use the gel pens 

to create lines of sparkle letters 
• Get some large sticks / a branch.: Children to 

paint using different sized brushes 
• Cotton buds / paint: letter formation 
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 • Children listen and join in with 
the story: Play I wonder what 
would happen if… then change 
part of the story to make it sad / 
happy / shocking etc… S

• Walkie talkie / pretend phones 
around the provision: children to 
relay messages 

• Look at the trolls on screen: 
Describe one and the children 
guess 

• Sensory corner: smell the different 
herbs and spices. Which do you prefer? 

• Water beads in a bowl
• Cheerio smash with mashers 
• Write instructions for cleaning your 

teeth / order the pictures 

• Discuss your five a day to 
keep healthy

• Keep Fit Week: Daily mile / 
Give it 5 

• Traffic lights game and 
other PE games 

• How could the troll be 
kind? How could we 
help him? 

• Team Building games: 
two teams: who can 
make the straightest 
line? Best circle etc.. S

• Throw beanbags / balls into numbered 
containers

• Use the climbing frames / large equipment 
to recreate the bridge form the story 

• Use large scale construction i.e. tyres, planks 
etc.. to make a bridge for the goats. 

• Paint the ice cubes:
• Snip the feather shapes 
• Counters stuck onto sticky back plastic: 

remove and stick back on / create patterns
• Use card, tape collage materials to create a 

bridge: STEM activity 
• Clean the muddle farm yards animals 
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 • Describe a gingerbread to a 
friend: which one are they 
describing? 

• Was the Gingerbread man a nice 
character? Discuss different 
character traits and get children 
to describe themselves 

• Join in with the repeating refrain 
from the story: Can you change it 
/ Run, run as fast as can be  run, 
run as fast as a rocket…

• Proud cloud for themselves and others: 
draw a picture of why you are proud 
and add to a display 

• Create a lavender pouch 
• Puppets

• Teeth brushing 
• Play odd picture out: Which 

picture shows how to stay 
healthy: Discuss S

• Wall push ups: Can you 
beat your record? 

• Build a den with a 
some friends 

• My favourite things –
who likes the same 
things? S

• String around provision. Children to 
navigate their way over / under without 
touching it 

• Stepping stones; chalk, dots, mats
• Parachute games: cat and mouse, popcorn 

and shark attack. 

• Mini bricks and foam 
• Clean the toy cars with the tooth brushes 
• Make keyword fortune tellers 
• Gingerbread playdough with gems / pebbles 

to decorate 
• Paper plane station; folding paper
• Magical paper mazes
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• Read the story in sections 
throughout the day.. Predict what 
will happen next S

• Traditional Tale quiz time fun S

• How can we all live happily ever 
after? What would be need to do? 

• Make a wish: Circle Time 
discussion 

• Art therapy: Jackson Pollock inspired 
• Make a windmill: blow it so it spins
• Natural potions: lavender, mint,  

cinnamon and mixed herbs / pestle 
and mortar 

• How to be the best you can 
be? How is Cinderella a 
better person compared to 
her sisters? 

• Discuss how the Ugly 
Sisters treat 
Cinderella S

• Use large scale junk to create a castle 
• Co-ordination: have  three coloured mats on 

floor: Children shout a colour and  touch 
with hand  / Running races: Who is first 
second & third?  Tag / catching games 

• Lego / block castles 
• Toilet rolls painted grey castles 
• Use tweezers and small bricks to make a 

tower
• Letter formation/ word writing  activities 

stuck to walls around the provision 

https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/product/8-ways-to-stay-healthy-food-diary/
https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/product/healthy-food-recording-plate-lunchbox/
https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=4733&action=edit
https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/product/staying-healthy-powerpoint/
https://mrsunderwood.co.uk/product/pe-ideas/
https://www.facebook.com/mrsrunderwood/photos/pcb.2510809069217888/2510809009217894


Continuous Provision



What has your EYFS TEAM decided that YOUR children in YOUR setting need to learn and the sequence that 
they need to learn it in? Don’t run before you can walk!  Build those firm foundations! 



There will be opportunities for adult-led learning where support and challenge is used to 
stimulate learning - with continuous provision used to demonstrate WHAT they know and 
enhanced areas of provision used to enrich the children’s ideas and move them forward in 
their play. 



1.Intent: Teams must have a firm understanding of what they want 
their children to learn. This is down to the individual provider – schools 
can decide themselves what they want children to learn and 
develop. Not just blue sky thinking – really hone in to what they need 
to flourish and make progress. Not just end points in sight! 

2. Implementation: This must be introduced and embedded in a way 
that ensures children make progress in all of the seven areas of 
learning, consistently across the curriculum. Teaching is designed to 
help children remember what they have been taught in the long-term.

3.Impact: What children have learnt will be demonstrated through 
their work, play and levels of interaction and communication . They 
have the knowledge and skills they need to thrive in your setting. 

Plan – Do - Assess



Good curriculum 
design, coupled with 

effective pedagogy and 
care, is important to 

ALL children

Carefully sequenced and 
structured teaching and support 
they need to become secure in 

key skills 

High Expectations - always! 
It should always be BROAD & 

AMBITIOUS.  

Don’t use the ELGs as an 
assessment point along the way. 

No narrowing!

Carefully sequenced and 
structured teaching along with 

the support they need to 
become secure in EYFS key skills

The SKILLS and KNOWLEDGE that 
you want the children to learn 

and develop as they move 
through your setting

The Pedagogy is the HOW you 
deliver this curriculum. Adult led 

activities 

Communication & 
language 

Emphasis on PRIME 
areas

What do you want 
the children to 

ACHIEVE? 

Create Curiosity & a 
LOVE of learning  



Seeing who ‘wins and looses’ the race doesn’t 
help us at all.. 

This basic knowledge doesn’t help us get ANYBODY to improve – We need more information. 

We must ensure that children have secure understanding, before we start introducing them to 
new activities or ideas.



Sing a repertoire of songs

Pronounce 
the words 

of the song

Understand 
the words 

of the song 

Feel 
confident in 

a social 
situation 

Remember the 
sequence of 
actions that 

accompany the 
song

Break it down!

We look at the components instead! 

If we know WHERE there are barriers, we can DO something about it!
If we don’t break it down and just keep making them do the same thing time and time again, 

they will NOT progress and will like it less!  
Any pleasure they had of singing will diminish! 



Write CVC words

Know letter 
sounds

Control a 
pencil

Feel 
confident 
to have a 

go

Remember the 
sequence of 

letters when we 
write a word

Break it down!

We look at the components instead! 

If we know WHERE there are barriers, we can DO something about it!
If we don’t break it down and just keep making them do the same thing time and time again, 

they will NOT progress and will like it less!  



Ride a bike 

Balance Direction Confidence Control

Break it down!

We look at the components instead! 

If we know WHERE there are barriers, we can DO something about it!
If we don’t break it down and just keep making them do the same thing time and time again, 

they will NOT progress and will like it less!  



When we are teaching……... what ARE the lasting impressions that we 

want them to take away, the nuggets of gold, those essential ‘bits’, the 

icing on the cake  - You want them to know more than they did before!

That’s IMPACT! 

Focus on these ‘bits’ and progress will follow….  



Assessment should NOT take over our lives! Let it work for you!  
Inspectors will not ask to see any written proof of progress or other 
documentation that is not a requirement. They will expect 
practitioners to know all their children very well and will use the 
evidence that you provide to make an overall judgement. 

Identify the 
reasons WHY 

they find things 
difficult! 





Some children will need a lot more help and scaffolding to access that 
curriculum. Practitioners need to have a secure understanding of pedagogy: 
i.e. when to get involved, when to model, when to encourage, knowing how 
to scaffold children’s learning at the correct pace to support their progress 
and independence. 

In planning and guiding what children learn, 
practitioners must reflect on the different rates at 

which children are developing and adjust their 
practice appropriately. 

What are you doing for the lowest 20% in order 
that they may have the opportunity to ‘keep up’ / 

‘fill the gaps’? 



The best for EVERY 
child 

All children deserve 
to have an equal 
chance of success

High-quality early education is 
good for all children. It is 

especially important for children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds

When they start school, children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds are, on average, 4 

months behind their peers. We need to do more 
to narrow that gap.

Children who have lived through difficult 
experiences can begin to grow stronger when 
they experience high quality early education 

and care.

High-quality early education and 
care is inclusive. Children’s special 
educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND) are identified quickly

All children promptly receive any 
extra help they need, so they 

can progress well in their learning.



“Children growing up in deprived areas, in 
poverty, and those of a lower socioeconomic 

position are more likely to be exposed to 
adverse childhood experiences compared with 

their more advantaged peers……
This elevates the risk that children and young 

people will experience damage to health, or to 
other social outcomes, across the life course.

These experiences have long term and negative 
effects. 

Health Equity in England: The Marmot Report 10 Years on (The 
Institute of health enquiry, 2020, p 45).

“ “



We must ensure that children have secure understanding, before we start introducing them to 
new activities or ideas.

You just know!



All EYFS staff should be spending time 
with the children, laughing, learning, 

listening to them, having conversations, 
playing alongside them….always 
learning and giving them helpful 

feedback that will help them to flourish 
in our care.



Taking endless photos of children on iPads to create “evidence” and 
“data” does nothing to improve children’s learning. Quality WOW 
moments are the best way to record those crucial light bulb moments 
and acknowledge an celebrate those progress points. Hooray! 

It’s all about understanding the children in your setting, 
including how they’re developing, what they have been 
up to, and what they have been learning through their 

play. 



A quick scrapbook moment – “Harry loves building towers”. It might be an entertaining picture and a great 
moment but it doesn’t tell the full story of what happened / the learning involved.

A Development Matters checklist – There’s nothing wrong with recognising development in your 
observations. But only making observations that you can tick off a list is no way to get a complete picture of 
the child. It’s far more than that. 

An interruption – You need to respect children’s play at all times, and be sensitive to their interests. This 
includes extending play in the right ways and not forcing children to take their play down a route they don’t 
want to / is staged.

Evidence coming first – Evidence is important, but it should be second to learning. You shouldn’t disrupt a 
learning opportunity by prioritising a photograph / asking a child to repeat something or over helping to 
extend or scaffold a child’s learning.



WONDER! 
Quality observations: succinct, focused & real. No Novels Needed! 

•Wow – What was that WOW moment? Briefly describe – WHY am I recording this? 
•Over Hear!–What was actually said? Vocabulary can be SO powerful! ONLY their words. 
•New Skills– What NEW skills were displayed that you have NOT seen previously? 
•Dig Deeper – Consider COEL here! Is this an example of embedded learning? 
•Engagement–How long did they persist? Did you interact in order to move the learning on? 
•Result – What happened after this? What does this mean for this child? 



Notice how the child communicates. 
Are they saying mainly one or two-word statements, or speaking in sentences? 
Can you generally understand what they say? 
What languages do they speak? 
Do they appear to understand what you say to them?
Note down the exact words they spoke whilst they played with you. Find out more from their parents.

Observe the child’s confidence.
Do they get stuck in and start to play from day one? 
Are they sociable and quick to make friends? 
Or do they struggle to separate from their parent?
What happened the first time when their parent left? 
Is there an example of them playing with another child? 
What do parents say?



Ofsted will want to know if… 

•Staff focus on children’s learning & individual needs 
•Staff spend sufficient time engaging in purposeful dialogue with children
•Children have the time to practice, reinforce and consolidate what is being taught – repetition 
•Staff assess children’s skills, knowledge and abilities accurately and use this crucial information to plan how to 
improve children’s progress
•Staff have sufficient expertise to teach children basic skills in the three prime areas of learning as well as all other 
areas
•The setting has a well-organised, regular and effective professional development programme that is improving 
the quality of teaching 

Ofsted may ask about what CPD has been provided for 
you and your team – have this information available. 

Make every interaction with children count.



Teach children to 
listen to instructions 

and be attentive

Help children to 
learn 

Teach children to 
socialise

Motivate children to 
try things for 
themselves

Support children to 
manage their 

personal needs

Challenge children 
to think and find out 

more

Encourage children 
to speculate and test 

ideas through trial 
and error

Provide good 
models of language

Develop children’s 
ability to express 

their ideas and use 
their imagination

Teach children the 
early stages of 

mathematics and 
reading

Extend children’s 
vocabulary and 

teach them to use 
new words

Add fun and 
laughter at every 

opportunities 



“Leaders engage effectively with children and parents.”

The child’s family should feel involved and 
informed. It should be a joint partnership and 
one based on the child’s best interests. All staff 
need to know the children and their families well 
so, as a result, they can plan carefully for each 
child’s needs. 

“A quality learning experience for children requires a 
quality workforce.” EYFS Framework 21’ 



The essential knowledge and skills that they need to be educated citizens. Giving them the knowledge 
and skills for what comes next. 

Inspectors will consider how well the curriculum is used to enhance the experience and opportunities to 
all children, particularly the most disadvantaged.

Providers have a duty to help children experience 'the awe and wonder of the world in which they live’ –
a more holistic view of education that encompasses many angles! 

Best possible start to their early education 
AND their future success! 





The revised EYFS puts a stronger emphasis on children’s health. There is 
a specific requirement to promote oral health – which is vital to many 
children, especially those who are disadvantaged. The revised 
Development Matters also has a stronger focus on children being highly 
active physically and developing their skills, fitness and stamina.

Dental pain is very unpleasant. It makes children feel miserable. It also 
affects their ability to speak clearly. By promoting toothbrushing and 
looking after out teeth, we can help to reduce the rates of dental decay 
significantly – giving children knowledge of how and why this is 
important. 



The children must spend as much of their time in the outdoor play area as they do in the 
classrooms. It is a vital part of how the school nurtures both academic and social progress.

The environment across the early years MUST excite the children, make them 
feel safe and enhance their learning and language skills at every opportunity. 

The learning environment should be stimulating with an array of opportunities 
that challenge children abilities.



Regular monitoring and evaluating of the provision and practitioners practice is an excellent 
way to show Ofsted that you are continuously looking at ways to improve the quality of care 
and education. Maybe conduct peer observations, joint learning walks in your school and 
other schools, or plan times to reflect and discuss ideas together. 

EXPLORE & DISCOVER
ENCOURAGE LANGUAGE 

DEVELOPMENT 
TEAM WORK BASED ON EVIDENCE

EVOLVING REFLECTING CHILD CENTERED CELEBRATE 



Where do you see your Reception Class to be in Phonics by ……..?
Why is your curriculum structured the way it is? How is your Curriculum designed and the reasoning behind it? 
Long term  / mid term ideas 
What topics and themes do you cover and why? Vocabulary used  / Skills taught 
How do you ensure the EYFS Framework is delivered? 
How do you track progression? 
How do you evidence progression? 
What provision is in place for:
SEND / PP / Disadvantaged children / Lower ability children
How do you challenge the higher ability children?
How do you demonstrate progression across all 7 areas? 
What are the children learning and why now? (sequence)
Talk in more detail about the sequence of your curriculum. 
How does the EYFS year prepare children for Year 1 and beyond? 
How do you ensure that the teaching of early reading is prioritised? 
How confident are you that staff / parents are aware of the importance of reading? 



Leaders are highly knowledgeable about how young children learn.

Almost all children, including those with SEND and those who are disadvantaged, achieve 
excellent outcomes from their starting points.

Rigorous moderation 

High expectations

Adults plan activities that support all areas of children’s development 
equally well.

The early years leader has an accurate picture of the strengths and weaknesses in provision.





She leads an effective team by monitoring practice and providing training and support to 
continually improve teaching and its impact.

Staff continually assess the progress that children make. They use 
their knowledge of individuals to plan learning that challenges 
the children to achieve success. 

Leaders make effective use of the extra funding for those who are 
disadvantaged. The good support given to children with SEND 
helps them in whole-class sessions and in individual or group 
activities.

Staff promote children’s resilience effectively through helping them learn from their mistakes 
and to think about what they might do differently next time. As such, children are well 
prepared for the increased challenge and expectations of Year 1. 

Staff use questioning to develop curiosity and wonder, 
encouraging children to be inquisitive



Know the Framework! 

Safeguarding 
Questions; 
Scenarios

Have you all read 
the latest KCSIE

4 Inspectors 
observed 

individually

Curriculum  - WHY / 
HOW? 

Questioned no 
phonics in 
provision?

Looked in detail at 
outdoor play 

Watched end of day 
routines 

Looked at floor 
books 

I am an artist / 
author / scientist 

etc..

Lots of talking to 
the children 

Did NOT ask for 
data!

Asked for opinion 
on RBA

Team approach / 
Quality assurance 

Asked what did we 
find out from BL –

Actions

Speech & Language 
– who assesses 

Fine motor
Tripod grip 

Liked the PSED was 
evident 

Parent Engagement 
– workshops / 

events

Send Children: 20%

Intimate Care policy
First Aid

Supervision 









Even though the 7 areas of learning do not map precisely to the national curriculum subject 
areas, inspectors will want to understand HOW the curriculum in the early years is built on 
in key stage 1. They will also want to understand how knowledge builds from the moment 
children join the school to the time that they leave.

Ofsted acknowledges that the 7 areas do not map precisely to NC subject areas.





Be confident
Be brave

Be spectacular
Be true

Be professional
Be a team

AMAZE THEM & SHOW THEM YOU KNOW YOUR STUFF 





Our Reasons WHY!



rebecca.underwood@avanti.org.uk


