
Sri Sri Krishna Balarama





Year 1 teaching team

Mrs Hongu – Keshavam
Mrs Padmaja – Keshavam
Miss Natasa – Keshavam

Mrs Chandarana – Damodaram
Mrs Shah – Damodaram

Miss Grant – Damodaram



Our ethos





Avanti Philosophy

Lord Caitanya’s teachings

“Be more humble than a blade of grass, 
more tolerant than a tree, always 

offering respect to others, and never 
expecting any in return.”



Avanti Values

We aspire to live and breathe our six Avanti Values:

• Empathy

• Self-Discipline

• Respect

• Integrity

• Courage 

• Gratitude





We hope that your child has settled in well into 
Year 1 and are getting used to their new 
classrooms and teachers.

We have an exciting and engaging curriculum 
which will ensure they will be supported but 
challenged to reach their full potential.

We will talk you through the main points today, 
more information is available on the school 
website.



Uniform

Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform at school:
https://avanti.org.uk/kapsharrow/school-life/uniform/

PE lessons: Please note no jewellery should be worn and all hair 
accessories should be in line with the school uniform.

In line with gender equality, children are permitted to wear either a 
cardigan or jumper, skirt or trousers – this is not gender specific.

Please label your child’s uniform clearly and check regularly that it is 
visible.

https://avanti.org.uk/kapsharrow/school-life/uniform/


First half term

Assessment Teaching
Behaviour for learning

Establishing routine

Observations
Outdoor learning



Behaviour for Learning

We believe in managing behaviour through 
restorative approaches as opposed to 

punitive approaches.



Behaviour for learning

- Behaviour for Learning Policy- visit our 
website

- Rewards and positive praise

- Reflective and restorative approach



Behaviour - rewards
Good Behaviour is rewarded a range of different things for example:  

Certificates

Dojos 

Golden time

Table/Group awards

House points

End of year treat – DOJO points! 

End of term treat – prizes and gifts

Praise

Head Teacher Assembly Award



Expected Behaviours



Expected Behaviours



Expected Behaviours





A reflection sheet will be sent home where we 
have asked a child to reflect upon their 

behaviour from receiving a warning or after an 
incident.



Keeping our children safe

• Your children are no longer part of bubbles

• Any resources shared are still being sanitised

• We are washing hands and hand sanitising regularly

• We are observing children's well-being

• class tables are now back in groups

• Lunch is served in the prasadam hall as it was pre 
COVID

•Trips and workshops to commence this year



Health and Safety

• Parent pick up and drop off’s are now back to normal as they 
were pre COVID- your child will be collected and dropped off at the 
classroom door. 

•Drop off and Collection will be at normal time (8:00am and 
2:25pm) from the classroom door. 

•Attendance and Punctuality- children must be on time and be in 
school 

•Jewellery & Accessories – earrings (studs only), religious necklaces 
to be kept a short length

•Please line up and wait your turn for collection

•Please consider the neighbourhood when parking



Communication

Formal or important communication as a whole school will be sent out through 
parent mail and the newsletters as usual, but not all information and updates e.g. 
specifically our year group may be addressed. Therefore, a gentle reminder that 
please see this initiative to help us work together to address any concerns and 
questions you have in a positively constructive manner: e.g. to clarify something 
instead of only pointing out any errors/lack of...

As you know, this is to also avoid close contact at the classroom door and 
messages on windows. Please email the class teacher to address any questions 
where we will be more than happy to help – remember we are human too! 

 Via email class teacher at KAPSH.Year1@avanti.org.uk

 We usually reply towards the end of the week

 Please do not wait to raise important concerns



Transitioning

•Faster pace than Reception

•Gradually transitioning into whole class teaching

•Subjects taught in Year 1 include:
– Maths

– Literacy

– Phonics

– Guided Reading 

– Computing 

– Geography

– History

– Music

– Science

– PRE

– Sanskrit 

– PE

– Yoga

– Art/Design & Technology 

•National Curriculum (http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year1)

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/year1


What can you do at home to help with your child’s Literacy?

• Encourage your child/ren to use their sounds (phonics) 

• Encourage your child/ren to check independently whether they have included 
capital letters, finger spaces and full stop

• Have a discussion before writing / act it out/ draw before writing

• Keep a diary 

• Write sentences about a picture of their choice (e.g. Lord Krishna, Disney 
character, forest scenery)

• For more creative ideas, visit: 
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/filter/?age=5-8

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/filter/?age=5-8


Focus on depth of reading

This is the progression chart we use 
for reading.
Children will be only moving up 
a stage when they are able 
to decode as well as 
comprehend the text.



Please read daily with your child/ren

Please check the 
school website under 

Pupils > Year 1 > 
Recommended 

Reading List tab. 
There is a guide to 
reading for parents 
and a recommended 
list of books for your 

child/ren 



Benefits of reading



Comprehension skills
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 
reading domains as part of the UK’s reading 
curriculum.

They are the key areas which we feel children 
need to know and understand in order to improve 
their comprehension of texts.

Throughout the year, we will be focussing on 
teaching children different strategies to master 
these 6 key areas.



Phonics Screening Check

All year 1 children will be 
undertaking the phonics screening 
check in June. More details will be 
provided closer to the time. 



Spelling Tests

Weekly Spellings
Use this method to help you with your weekly spellings:

Look,            Say,          Cover,       Write,       Check

Spellings will be included with home learning. Spelling test will take place 
every week (day tbc by class teacher). Children will be given their score 
verbally

Some Top Tips to help you learn your spellings!
Look at each word
Use a dictionary to look up the meaning-this is very important! 
Challenge: Use spelling words in a sentence (context)



Maths 

Place Value

- range of strategies
- visual representations
- written methods
- hands-on learning
- resources
- problem solving
- mental maths



What can you do at home to help with your child’s Maths?

Task them questions during Maths activities:

How do you know?

Do you agree? Disagree?

What does the number represent?

Explain how you worked it out

Is there another way?

Can there be another answer?

Show me.. (by drawing or using objects around the house e.g. kidney beans)

Prove it to me… 



Good to know...

• Clubs will be starting up again
• Snacks brought in should be either fruit or 

vegetables- this goes for after school snacks too.
• Children to ensure they bring in their reading 

records to be changed and checked every Friday
• Trips and workshops will be commencing from 

Autumn term
• Children to wear a waterproof hooded jacket (not 

a raincoat or hoodie) for colder weather
• If your child has any prescribed medication, 

please ensure it is given to the school office which 
will then be given to the class teacher & first 
aider. 



Home learning

Termly: Curriculum Information sheet will be found on the website and google 

classroom.

Homework: Homework will be given out every Thursday and due back every Tuesday

via Year 1 google classroom. The homework will consolidate the week’s learning:

 Spellings (a spelling test will commence the same week- day to be confirmed 

by the class teacher)

 Reading

 Maths (consolidation)

 Optional tasks (this will be set every half term as an extra option for your 

child to do as an extension once they finish their home learning).

Presentation: We are no longer using homework books, however presentation should 

continue on paper/online. Homework can be completed on paper and then uploaded 

onto your child’s Google Classroom. 



Timetable: Yoga & PE

Year 1 Keshavam:
PE: Wednesday
Yoga: Monday

Year 1 Damodaram:
PE: Thursday
Yoga: Monday

Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform on Yoga and PE 
days 

(see uniform slide for more information).



Grants

• Pupil Premium 
Apply online…its confidential and instant answer is given yes or 
no for eligibility.  http://fsm.lgfl.net

Benefits if eligible - Free school meals, Uniform Allowance, 
Subsidised school trips,  Attendance at two clubs 

Reviews 

• Avanti School’s Trust – Termly reviews
• Health and Safety Reviews

http://fsm.lgfl.net/


Most importantly… Thank you!

We cannot express our gratitude enough for your co-operation, patience 
and kindness in helping our children settle into their new classes. It is 
our greatest joy that they have returned. Please feel assured that they 
are in safe hands and as a school, we are doing everything within our 
hands to ensure they are safe and happy.

If there are any changes to the information provided, we will inform 
you. We are looking forward to this academic year, together in 
partnership.

Mrs Hongu & Mrs Chandarana




