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INTRODUCTION 
  
“There is remarkably li5le high-quality, relevant research evidence to suggest that detailed or extensive 
marking has any significant impact on pupils’ learning.” 

Sean Harford, HMI NaIonal Director for EducaIon 

Assessment of children’s work should provide feedback for children to best enable them to improve. We 
need to show children that we look at their individual work, but we need a balance of ‘<ck-and-flick’ and 
marking for specific errors. You cannot close mark everything, and you don’t need to mark everything. But 
we s<ll need to make marks on children’s wri<ng, not least because it’s an acknowledgement of their 
effort.  

PRINCIPLES 

1. The main purpose of assessment must be to help children make progress in learning.   
2. Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process. It provides teachers with 

valuable informa<on on which to base decisions about children’s learning. 

It is important to provide construc<ve feedback to children, focussing on success and improvement needs 
against learning objec<ves. This enables children to become reflec<ve learners and helps them to close 
the gap between what they can currently do and what we would like them to be able to do. Marking 
enables teachers to inform future planning so lessons and ac<vi<es are targeted to children’s needs. 
Ul<mately, marking and feedback should be seen by children as a posi<ve approach to learning. 

PLANNING 

The school has revised its long-term curriculum plan, incorpora<ng the Every Child MaNers and Excellence 
and Enjoyment Agendas. It covers the statutory requirements of the Na<onal Curriculum, religious 
educa<on and other aspects of curriculum provision.  

Termly overview sheets containing sub-levelled skills provide the basis for medium term plans which are 
then used for short term planning. Subject Leaders support class teachers in developing the medium term 
plans and monitor them regularly to ensure con<nuity and progression within specific subject areas. 

Short-term plans iden<fy precise learning objec<ves with differen<ated sub levelled ac<vi<es in 
Founda<on subjects.  Assessments are made considering the learning objec<ves. Par<cular strengths and 
areas for improvement are noted and subsequently used to inform future planning. 

Children with Special Educa<onal Needs will be monitored against the learning objec<ves and targets 
recorded on their Individual Educa<on Plans. 

Learning objec<ves are usually shared with the children at the start of a lesson and referred to as 
appropriate as the lesson progresses. The learning objec<ves will usually form the basis of the plenary of a 
lesson.  

BASELINE ASSESSMENT IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE 

Teachers must assess all new Founda<on Stage pupils within six weeks of star<ng primary school.  The 
assessment used at Krishna Avan< Primary School for this purpose is informal one to one observa<ons 
using The Early Years Founda<on Stage profile. This covers the basic skills of speaking and listening, 
reading, wri<ng, maths and personal and social development. 
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CHILDREN NEW TO THE SCHOOL 

Children admiNed from another school will also be assessed to ascertain their level within six weeks using 
informal teacher assessments and data received from the child’s previous school.  

TERMLY ASSESSMENTS 

Formal assessments will take place during the Autumn and Summer terms in every year group to support 
the Teacher Assessments. They will be administered in line with End of Key Stage Two SATs as <metabled 
on the Assessment Tasks Timetable.  

In addi<on Teacher Assessments will be submiNed by the teachers during the week prior to formal 
assessments, which are compared with the test results and decisions made regarding interven<on where 
needed. 

Formal assessments will be: 

• Founda<on Founda<on Stage Profiles 
• Year 1  Teacher Assessments and chosen relevant materials. 
• Year 2  End of Key Stage 1 SATs in English and Mathema<cs 
• Year 3-5 Op<onal SATs in English and Mathema<cs with Science only in Year 5 
• Year 6  End of Key Stage 2 SATs in English, Mathema<cs and Science 

One piece of wri<ng will be completed each term and levelled. It will be kept in individual children’s 
wri<ng files.  

Informal assessments made by the teacher are valuable and occur on a regular basis. Teacher Assessments 
are recorded for every subject. As well as this Key Stage modera<ons take place, and staff mee<ngs are 
used to validate judgements. 

The results of Termly Teacher Assessments and Formal Assessment results will be recorded on Target 
Tracker where they are analysed for performance and used as evidence in Performance Appraisal and Pupil 
Progress mee<ngs. 

INFORMAL TEACHER ASSESSMENT 

Teachers make day to day judgements about children’s learning and what they need to do next in order to 
make progress.  Many of these judgements will not be recorded formally but evidence may be found in: 

• Oral feedback in lessons.  
• WriNen feedback on children’s work.   
• Short term planning. 
• Teachers’ record books. 
• ‘I can…’ statements on planning. 

• Targets in children’s books. 

GUIDED READING 

A weekly sheet tracking the progress of the children against the relevant Reading Assessment Focuses will 
be kept by the class teacher. 
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WRITING 

For each extended piece of wri<ng a series of Success Criteria will be developed by the children and 
teacher during the prepara<on stage. The children will use this as a guide when wri<ng and upon 
comple<on will assess their own and a partners work against it. Finally the teacher will give a final 
assessment using the same criteria. 

TRANSFER OF RECORDS 

For pupils leaving the school, the school will send a transfer sheet and child’s folder with the appropriate 
informa<on included to the office. These include the most recent formal and informal assessments made. 
In addi<on an electronic file is sent which contains the most recent data contained on Target Tracker. 

TARGET SETTING 

Targets will be set annually for children in Reading, Wri<ng, Mathema<cs and Science following formal 
assessments prior to the Summer Term’s break.  They will be based on previous assessment results and 
recent aNainment and achievement. These targets will be recorded on Target Tracker and shared with 
parents. 

All targets will be reviewed termly. 

Progress against targets will be shared with parents each term at Parents’ Evening.  

In English and Mathema<cs each child will have their next target stuck in the front of their books and the 
following target in the back, to let them know what they are trying to achieve next. This is to be used with 
the child on a regular basis.  

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

For each child, a teacher assessment will be made of the child’s current judgement in terms of Age Related 
Expecta<ons in English and mathema<cs; these judgements will be reported to parents each term. 

The results of formal assessments will be reported to parents in Year 6, but only reported in other years if 
requested by individual parents.  

Parents will be given the opportunity to discuss their child’s aNainment and achievement at Parents 
Evenings each term.   

A Termly Report to parents is wriNen for each child and shared and given at each Parents’ Evening event. It 
will give an honest and professional picture of the child, highligh<ng strengths and targets for 
improvement both at school and at home. 

MARKING 

• Work should be marked and children’s work always available at school. 
• When marking, good examples of work and correc<ons to be made will be highlighted in an 

agreed manner understood by the children. 
• Whenever possible and appropriate, developmental comments should be used to extend learning 

or an opportunity to reflect and address misconcep<ons/errors. 

Page 4



When focused marking is used to give Next Steps the teacher may use different types of prompts 
depending on the task involved and the ability of the child – examples of these are: 
  

• A reminder (‘Write down another word for ‘bad’. Which works best?’). 
• A scaffold prompt (‘What kind of monster was he? Change ‘bad’ for a word that makes him sound 

more scary’). 
• Example prompts (‘Try one of these words or your own instead of ‘bad’ – ferocious, terrifying, 

evil’)  
• A correc<on of, for example, punctua<on, spelling). 

Misconcep<ons should be modelled and addressed with the child/children as soon as possible. This may 
be with verbal or wriNen feedback.  

Children should be given opportuni<es to self-assess against the learning objec<ves/outcomes; children 
may have opportuni<es to peer assess using guidelines modelled by teachers. 

PRESENTATION 

• Work must be dated and underlined (in pencil) with a ruler, lef jus<fied. In mathema<cs, 
the six-digit number format to be used. In all other work: day, date and month. 

• All work should have a <tle, two lines below the date, lef jus<fied.  
• Finished piece of work should always be ruled off if work from another day con<nues below 

it.  
• Children are to begin to join their leNers when they are able. 
• All marking is to reflect the school handwri<ng policy as appropriate. 

FOUNDATION TWO  

Much of the children’s work in Founda<on 2 is prac<cal and the marking of work is only a small 
component of feedback. The majority of feedback is given orally. Through carefully planned ques<oning, 
children are given next steps to move their learning forward.  

In Founda<on 2 there are numerous opportuni<es for effec<ve marking and feedback:  

• WriNen comments on pieces of work in profiles. 
• Construc<ve comments during and afer prac<cal ac<vi<es. 
• Adult led ac<vity records. 
• Observa<on records. 
• Professional discussions between staff. 

MARKING KEY 

The purpose of marking is to help the child improve, and thus to contribute to raising standards.  Marking 
at Krishna Avan< Primary School is construc<ve, developmental and diagnos<c as appropriate.  Marking 
will mo<vate, explain or congratulate. 

Work will be marked in accordance with the objec<ves set for each lesson or the child’s individual needs..   

Wherever possible the <tle of each piece of work will reflect the objec<ve of the lesson.  A <ck (√) 
indicates that the objec<ve has been met sa<sfactorily. ‘SUP’ will be wriNen to signify where work was 
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carried out with support, otherwise, it is deemed independent. If a child has not successfully achieved the 
objec<ve by whatever means a final <ck will not be recorded, however, a suppor<ng remark will. 

In the main, marking is to focus on the learning objec<ves / intended outcomes of the lesson but also to 
correct, consolidate or extend learning. Best elements of work will be encouraged and praised with a 
double <ck.  

Areas for development or improvement will be highlighted with a clear opportunity for a succinct follow 
up task to be completed (at the next available opportunity). Time must be given to allow the children the 
opportunity to reflect on marking and tasks to be completed. Highligh<ng may be a circle, highlighter pen, 
braces,  for example. 

If spelling is not the focus of the work, it may not always be corrected, unless it is a medium or high 
frequency word being consistently misspelled. Any spellings to be corrected will be underlined. This word 
will then be wriNen at the boNom of the piece with the number of correc<ons to be made wriNen 
alongside, e.g. write (x3) 

The following must be used for marking. Teachers must ensure that marking is appropriate for the age and 
ability of the child. Marking should be in a colour of the teacher’s choice, clearly different to a child’s work.  

Errors made by a child will be crossed out with one straight line using a pencil. 

A variety of stamps, s<ckers and short comments will be used in all books. 

Marking in all books should be in the school’s handwri<ng style and completed before the teacher goes 
home, ensuring books are marked up to date, available in school and marked before the next lesson. 
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Work Marking
Capital letters Omission circled

Spelling error Word underlined to be corrected 

Full stops Circle where missing

Missing word ^ (for missing word to be added)

Guided

Correct

Incorrect X

Good word, phrase, sentence, section

Error to be corrected .


