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Today we will:

• Look at how phonics is taught at school
• Go through our phonics scheme, Read Write Inc. 
• How you can support your child at home
• Tips and ideas



Phonics Progression:
Pre-School: Sound discrimination, rhyming, early sounds

Reception: Set 1 & some set 2 sounds- learning single sounds, 
blending, segmenting, reading simple sentences, comprehension.

Year One: Set 2 & some set 3- reading longer pieces of work, learning 
alternate spellings, comprehension, speedy reading.

Year Two: Set 3 and consolidation before ending RWI- reading longer 
pieces of work, learning alternate spellings, comprehension, speedy 
reading.



We use the Ruth Miskin’s 
RWI Phonics scheme at Avanti Brook. 

Pre-School children play early sound games each 
day and build up to learning some single letter 

sounds by then end of their final year in PS.
Children in Reception receive a 20-30 minute 
daily session and children in KS1 receive 45 

minutes, building to 1 hour. 

‘Additional extra’s’

15 minutes Speed Sounds lesson every 
afternoon. (KS1) 

Fred Games every afternoon (EYFS)
‘Pinny time’ 1:1

1:1 Tutoring 
 



Early Sounds
Helps children develop their listening skills!

Does this through games and songs:
• Stop! … and listen
• I-Spy
• Listening bag
• Silly soup

Songs and tongue twisters
• Nursery rhymes
• Songs we enjoy together
• Tongue twisters: red lorry, yellow lorry
• Encourages children to experience how sounds feel in their mouth and to experiment 

with those sounds



Set 1 Sounds

‘Down the 
tower, across 

the tower’

“t t t tower”



Set 1 Sounds
Initial sounds and 

special friends.  

Special friends are a 
combination of two 
or three letters that 

make one sound.



Learning to blend
Blending is the ability to smoothly and fluidly combine individual sounds 
together into words. 

For example, smooth blending is sounding out the word ‘mast’ as 
/mmaasst/ instead of a choppy or segmented /m/…./a/…./s/…./t/. 

To read, children need to learn to blend individual sounds smoothly 
together into words without choppy pauses between the sounds. The 
ability to seamlessly combine individual sounds together into the fluid word 
is not only vital for developing correct phonologic processing, it is also 
critical for developing eventual fluency.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/CEpB2NAa/3V1sME4c


When writing a word, children will use 
their ‘Fred fingers’ to sound it out and 

decide how many sounds it has.
They will then have opportunity to use 
magnetic letters to recognise and build 

the word.
They then begin to independently word 
build by saying the sounds out loud as 

they write them down.

‘Fred Talk’ and ‘Fred Fingers’



‘Green words’ and ‘Red words’
A word which cannot be decoded 

phonetically but must be learned by 
sight.

'Green' words are phonetically decodable 
words that the children learn to read. 
They allow children to become fluent 

readers because regular reading of these 
words mean that they become familiar 
and are able to recognise/read them on 

sight.



Set 2 Sounds



Set 3 Sounds

Speed Sound Lesson Video



Assessment 
Children are assessed every half term. 
They complete an online assessment 

that tests their recognition of sounds as 
well as their fluency and reading.

This information is then used to group 
the children into an appropriate RWI 

class.

Based on this assessment, this child would likely 
be placed into an early ‘Set 3’ sounds group but 

receive 1:1 tutoring/ pinny time sessions to 
ensure they were confident in the two Set 2 

sounds they missed. 



How to help at home

Talk ☺ 
Talking with your child will develop their language 
and literacy skills. 
At the early stages of learning the language, talk is 
the best method to develop their vocabulary and 
understanding. 



How to help at home
Read with your child as much as possible. Create a 
‘special’ time to read with them everyday.

Show that you enjoy reading too! They will copy 
you.

Talk about reading. Ask them questions about their 
favourite characters. 



How to help at home
• Dress up
• Draw pictures of favourite characters
• Make up characters and tell stories about them
• Sock puppets
• Read a wide variety of texts – books, signs, magazines
• Play ‘Simon Says’ and Fred Talk the command, i.e. ‘Simon says 

j-u-m-p’



Reading at home
The books children receive are 

based on their most recent 
assessment. 

These include words with the 
sound the children are learning 

that week. 
It is important for children to be 

exposed to these words to 
practice their fluency and 
reading comprehension. 



Reading at home In addition to reading the story…
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