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Please note that this annex should be viewed in conjunction with the current Avanti Court Primary School Attendance Policy.
The Government states that “Eligible children – including priority groups – are strongly encouraged to attend their education setting, unless they are self-isolating or they are clinically “vulnerable”. The welfare and safety of our pupils and staff remain paramount. We understand that this transition period of pupils returning to school will be difficult for all. Whilst children return, we will be following strict hygiene measures and consistent groups to reduce the rate of transmission of Covid-19. Further guidance for parents/carers can be found GOV.UK Opening schools and educational settings to more pupils from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers.

Vulnerable Pupils-Attendance Expectations
Vulnerable children’s attendance is expected, where it is appropriate for them (that is, where there are no shielding concerns for the child or their household, and/or following a risk assessment for children with an EHC plan), so that they can gain the educational and wellbeing benefits of attending. 
Vulnerable children – regardless of year group – that have not been attending in the recent period are expected to return to early years or school provision where this would now be appropriate for them to do so. 
The school will continue to communicate with the parents of those children who are vulnerable on a weekly basis if the parents decide to continue their learning from home. A log will be kept of all phone calls for school records and the Safeguarding lead will ensure that these records are up to date. 
The school and other relevant partners to work with and support the relevant families and pupils to return to school or college, where attendance is appropriate. A brief summary of attendance expectations across the different groups of vulnerable children is as follows:
· for vulnerable children who have a social worker, attendance is expected unless the child/household is shielding or clinically vulnerable (see the advice set out by Public Health England on households with possible coronavirus infection and shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as clinically extremely vulnerable
· for vulnerable children who have an education health and care (EHC) plan, attendance is expected where it is determined, following risk assessment, that their needs can be as safely or more safely met in the educational environment
· for vulnerable children who are deemed otherwise vulnerable, at the school, college or local authority discretion, attendance is expected unless the child/household is shielding or clinically vulnerable (see the advice set out by Public Health England on households with possible coronavirus infection and shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as clinically extremely vulnerable
Read more in the guidance on vulnerable children and young people.



The school will continue to notify social workers where children with a social worker do not attend. The school will also continue to follow up with any parent or carer whose child has been expected to attend and doesn’t. 
To support the above, the school will take the opportunity when communicating with parents and carers to confirm emergency contact numbers are correct and ask for any additional emergency contact numbers where they are available.
Systems for monitoring attendance
If parents have informed the school that their child will be attending, then their child will be expected in school. If a child does not attend school, the school office will phone the parent to find out the reason for non-attendance. If your child is unable to attend parents are expected to phone the school office by 9am daily.
Parents have been informed of the start and finish time of the school day and the entry and exit points. Parents must ensure their children arrive and leave the school site promptly.
Pupils and parents must not enter the school site if they are showing any symptoms of the virus. If a pupil exhibits the symptoms of COVID-19 the school must be notified immediately and the parent must ensure their child follows the Government procedures.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance

Appointments
Pupils are not permitted to leave the school site during this time for appointments which are routine. Please schedule routine appointments outside of the school day.

Fines
Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time, however school still have a duty to contact parents/carer about absence and will continue to follow up any welfare or safeguarding concerns.
The school will resume taking their attendance register from 1st June and continue to complete the online Educational Setting Status form which gives the Department for Education daily updates on how many children and staff are attending.
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