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Music at Avanti Court:
As a performing Arts Specialist School, we recognise the importance of Music Education to children’s educational, personal and spiritual development. We believe that every child is a musical being and deserves the very best educational experience to unlock their full potential. Our aim is to enhance our children’s lives through music, both now and in the future. In order to do this, we equip every child with musical skills and provide the opportunities they need to apply these in meaningful ways, both within school and in the wider community. We have high aspirations for our young musicians and make sure that these opportunities are inspirational. For example, we facilitate performances at world-class venues including: 10 Downing Street, the Royal Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall and Southbank Centre.  We also enable children to contribute to the leadership of their school through musical participation, including leading our daily collective worship.  Wider opportunities to lead include the Avanti Song Project, where children join with other Avanti Trust schools to compose and perform a song that represents the voice of pupils.  As a result of our exciting and innovative provision for music, our children develop as confident communicators, collaborators, creative thinkers and aspiring leaders. 
Music is therefore fundamental to each of our three pillars: Educational Excellence, Character Formation and Spiritual Insight. It forms a special part of our school ethos because it takes us to the heart of what it means to be human. Experiencing and making music helps us to relate to others and to ourselves more deeply and opens a space in which we can feel connected to something bigger than ourselves, such as nature, the sacred or the divine. We can each express this in our own unique way, yet we are reminded through music of all that unites us. 
Our Curriculum Intention:
· To provide safe, memorable and inspiring musical learning experiences for all children. 
· To enable children to learn and apply musical concepts within the four areas of learning: Listening and Appraising, Performing, Improvisation and Composition. 
· For children to respect and appreciate a wide range of music from different locations, times. styles and cultures.
· For children to apply their skills and knowledge to make and perform music confidently to a range of audiences. 
· To give children the tools they need to interpret and make sense of the music they make, listen to and engage in.
· To encourage children to develop meaningful connections to music that will continue to move and inspire them in the future. 
· To nurture resilience, perseverance and self-discipline in our young musicians so that they will continue to learn and achieve throughout their life.  
· To promote musical participation and active listening as a way of enhancing wellbeing and emotional health. 
[bookmark: _Hlk23115452]How we implement our Curriculum: Early Years
Music forms part of children’s development in Expressive Arts and Design within the EYFS Foundation Stage. Children in Nursery and Reception develop musically through a combination of cross-curricular teacher-led sessions and child-initiated activities. Each classroom, both indoor and outdoor, contains a music area which children have free access to. Music-making is purposeful and relevant because teachers make exciting musical links to half termly topics which are taught through weekly texts. In addition, children have a weekly singing session with our Music Lead and have many opportunities to perform throughout the year. They take part in special times through music such as Diwali, Christmas, Remembrance day and EYFS graduation.  


How we implement our Curriculum: Key Stage 1 and 2
As part of our broad and balanced provision for music, we use the ‘Charanga Music School’ scheme of work, which fully supports the National Curriculum and published Ofsted guidance. We adapt the scheme to suit the needs of our pupils and to embed links to our Creative Curriculum topics. Music lessons are taught for a minimum of half an hour a week, or teachers may choose to block this time. In addition, our Music Lead plans and delivers weekly Music Assemblies for all children to consolidate and apply the learning that takes place within the classroom.  These sessions introduce children to a wide range of musical experiences and celebrate the diversity of musical influences within our school. Children progress in their understanding of musical concepts and vocabulary through active listening, ensemble singing and exploring and playing instruments.  Children are taught healthy vocal techniques and are supported in caring for their voice through engaging warm-ups/cool down activities. They are also encouraged to reflect of the importance of their part within an ensemble, and how they can work together to achieve a shared goal.  Through their growing musicianship, children make important links to our School and Wider British Values.
There are four areas of learning in Music:
Listening and Appraising:
· We provide memorable and inspiring listening experiences across a diverse range of musical traditions, styles and cultures.
· We teach musical facts in a progressive way to build children’s knowledge of musical language, aspects of musical theory and music history though fun, interactive activities. We develop children’s growing understanding of the social and geographical contexts of music. We also help them to explore the ways in which sounds are structured, composed and written down.
· We facilitate discussion in which children respond to music sensitively, critically and analytically. 
Singing and Performing:
· We nurture children’s vocal development through the teaching of healthy techniques such as warming up, posture and breath control.
· We teach children to play a range of world instruments musically, both tuned and untuned through practical activities and performance.  
· We teach children ensemble skills such as working together towards a shared outcome, following a conductor and making a positive contribution. 
Improvisation:
· We allow children to explore and experiment with sound in meaningful contexts.
· We encourage children to apply their knowledge of the dimensions of music. 
· We scaffold children’s learning so that they can create a new idea using the structure of a song to support them.
Composition. 
· We give children opportunities to create new musical ideas individually and in groups. 
· We make inspiring curriculum links to enable children to compose for different purposes.
· We enable children to capture their composition using technology, and to begin to use and interpret graphic and written notation.

Recording: 
Children demonstrate their progress in music in a variety of ways. These include:
· Making music: Exploring and creating
· Performing: Applying skills
· Oracy: Using musical language 
· Technology: Capturing learning using ICT and multimedia
· Recording: Applying knowledge of graphic or formal notation
· Writing: Appraising and reflecting 
Teachers ensure a wide range of evidence of children’s learning is recorded in children’s learning in topic books per half term.
Assessment
Children have opportunities to self-assess their learning and to peer assess. For example, they might replay a digitally recorded performance and offer a written reflection or oral feedback. This helps children to celebrate what went well and to identify what they can do next. 
[bookmark: _Hlk24890957]Teachers use a variety of strategies to evaluate children’s progress, including observation, questioning, oral feedback and written next steps.  Pupils achievements are then assessed against the statements of the National Curriculum and recorded half termly by each child’s class teacher, using the assessment tool ‘Target Tracker’.

[bookmark: _Hlk23117797]The Impact of our Curriculum: By the end of EYFS
Children sing songs, make music and dance and experiment with ways of changing them. They take part in class, Year Group and Phrase performances with enjoyment and growing confidence. They demonstrate respect and sensitivity when taking part in special times through music They respond to an increasing range of music in different ways, for example, by moving their bodies or by playing percussion. Children are beginning to describe the sounds they hear using simple musical vocabulary.  Not only do our children progress in musical skills and knowledge, which is recorded and assessed in a range of exciting ways such as multimedia and peer assessment, they have inspirational opportunities to apply those skills in cross-curricular, real life and purposeful contexts.
[bookmark: _Hlk23119260]
The Impact of our Curriculum: By the end of Key Stage 1
Listening and Appraising:
Children enjoy listening to a variety of music from different styles, traditions and times. They talk about their feelings towards the music and respect the opinions of others who may feel differently. They can identify simple style indicators and different instruments used and apply basic musical language to discuss this. They can respond to and discuss some simple dimensions of music, such as: finding the pulse, clapping a rhythm and begin to describe tempo, pitch and dynamics.  
Singing and Performance:
Children sing songs and melodies within a limited pitch range and a good sense of pulse and rhythm. They are beginning to understand how to take care of their voice by warming up and breathing correctly. They perform in an ensemble with increasing awareness and understanding. They treat a range of musical instruments with respect and learn correct techniques to play them.  
Improvisation:
Children explore and sequence musical sounds within given boundaries. Using voice and instruments, they improvise short patterns of rhythm and pitch within the context of a familiar song.
Composition:
Children begin to apply their knowledge of the interrelated dimensions of music to create new musical ideas. They combine and sequence notes using tuned instruments.  
The Impact of our Curriculum: By the end of KS2:
Listening and Appraising:
Children listen with concentration to a variety of music from different styles, traditions and times and place   the music in its historical context. They confidently identify different style indicators and different instruments and their sounds. They use correct musical language to describe the music they listen to and describe their feelings towards it. They can discuss their ideas within a group and listen to and comment respectfully on those of others. Children confidently engage in the interrelated dimensions of music and discuss how these fit into the music they listen to. 
Singing and Performing:
Children sing in an ensemble with the aim of producing a round sound, clear diction, control of pitch and an understanding of how parts fit together. They understand the importance of warming up their voices, good posture, breathing and projection.  They sing together with confidence, with increasingly difficult melody and words, sometimes in two parts.  They have a greater understanding   of melody, words and their importance and how to interpret a song musically.   They sing within an appropriate vocal range with clear diction, mostly accurate tuning, control of breathing and appropriate tone.  Children understand the role of the leader and may choose to take on the role of musical leadership. Children play musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression and maintaining an appropriate pulse. 
Improvisation:
Children understand that when we improvise, we make up our own tune or rhythm within boundaries and that is not written down or notated. They create musical improvisations with voices and instruments within the context of the song being learnt. They improvise and perform in solo and  ensemble contexts, using quality not quantity of notes. Children continue to create more complex rhythms and melodies and create their own rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies.
Composition: 
Children confidently create their own melodies.  They begin to choose, combine and organise patterns and musical ideas within musical structures and do this with understanding.  They compose using an increasing number of notes on a tuned instrument, They use voice, sounds, technology and instruments in creative ways.  They record the composition in appropriate ways using multimedia. Children begin to notate music in different ways, using graphic or pictorial notation, video, ICT or with formal notation if appropriate. Children demonstrate an increasing understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music and apply these as appropriate within the context of creating and making music e.g., dynamics, pitch, rhythm, tempo, timbre.  

Every Child a Musician:
Avanti Court Primary supports every child to grow musically at their own level and pace. In our teaching of music, we create a safe space in which stereotypes are challenged and where everyone is free to express themselves in an atmosphere of mutual respect. Every child’s abilities are encouraged and celebrated, whatever their starting point, and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other factor. We understand that for some of our children, such those with SEND, access to musical engagement is fundamental to their communication, self-expression and social development. Therefore, teachers and support staff provide personalised learning opportunities that meet the needs of all learners through a differentiated scheme and musical interventions.  For children who are working at greater depth in music, we ensure that lessons show challenge through questioning, targeted support and increasing the complexity of tasks. We also provide further opportunities for those higher attainers such as taking a leading role in a production, performing a solo, or leading an ensemble. 

Musicianship and personal development:
· Music forms a special part of the spiritual life of our school. All children take part in daily sung prayer as part of collective worship. Children can volunteer for extra responsibilities such as leading Kirtan through solo singing or playing instruments, and operating ICT such as sound system and microphones.  
· Throughout the course of the year, every child performs in both a class assembly and in a larger scale Year Group production. They learn aspects of drama, dance, stage craft and production as well as musicianship and perform to a range of large audiences. 
· Every child develops their vocal skills and health through the teaching of singing techniques. Singing is at the heart of our curriculum and wider school life, daily collective worship and weekly music assemblies. These sessions are delivered every week for every pupil by our Music Lead, where children learn and perform music from many cultures and traditions, Children use key musical vocabulary and apply their knowledge and skills. They progress in their vocal techniques and sing with increasing musicality, first in unison and then in parts.    
· We have a long-standing partnership with Redbridge Music Service, who work with our children regularly though interactive instrumental workshops at school.  Children reflect on the value of learning and maintaining a musical instrument, and the dedication and resilience that this requires.  They also explore the contributions that working musicians make within their community.
· Our school works in association with a number of skilled instrumental teachers offering progressive lessons in a wide range of disciplines and world instruments. These include but are not exclusive to: choir, dance, classical music, piano, violin, drums and tabla. Every family can choose for their child to learn an instrument or join a club. 
· Children have strong opportunities to lead through music in our local community. For example, pupils represent their voice and that of others in projects such as Avanti Trust Song. They lead in our observances of Remembrance Day and in other very important events. They reach out to others with empathy as they perform in their local hospital and care home. These experiences help to shape future musicians, leaders and community helpers.
Music and the Avanti Way:
· For our SEND and vulnerable pupils, music is very often part of and not separate to their everyday life and learning experiences. It is a key communication tool that gives all children a voice. It is an essential form of self-expression, a way of moving, being and engaging with the world. Therefore, all children, including our supported children receive weekly music sessions. Staff receive regular training to deliver the specialised Charanga SEND programme.
· 
· Musical learning is strongly linked to the children’s Spiritual, Moral and Cultural development. It forms a fundamental part of the Avanti Way ethos, as children learn to connect their musical skills to the values of our school: for example, making a positive contribution to an ensemble, supporting and co-operating with others, showing self-discipline through regular practice of a musical instrument, and challenging themselves to perform solos and to perform at World Class venues.
· Music is also an important vehicle for unity, and for British Values. Through music, our pupils learn about other cultures and cultural perspectives. They hear and play all kinds of music from different origins, and in doing so they celebrate diversity and respect the musical and cultural preferences of others. We consider such experiences to form a crucial part of every child’s ‘Cultural Capital.’
· Children at Avanti become advocates of musical learning and its benefits, for example onto Emotional Well-being and Mental Health, other areas of learning and development, and social skills. As a result of the deeper understanding
· Children learn to support others through high quality pupil leadership opportunities provided to them, such as Music Ambassadorship or taking on a musical role or responsibility in collective worship.
Examples of the impact of our Music Curriculum on the Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development of all pupils:
KS1
In the unit: Ourselves Year 1.Children will gain key musical skills in the context of 6 different styles of music used from around the world: Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque, Bhangra. Children will also engage in discussion about simple musical features in their historical context. As a result, children will begin to consider which styles of music are important in their own lives, culture and community and to respect those of others.
In the unit: Hands, Feet Heart, Year 2 children learn a selection of South African music and Freedom Songs and perform them using traditional singing techniques (including a Capella) and traditional instruments (djembe and other world percussion). They discuss the impact of Nelson Mandela as a famous and influential person in our lifetimes making links with our school ethos and values. As a result, they will begin to consider the historical context of this musical style and its human impact.
KS2:
In the Unit: The Dragon Song, Year 3 pupils learn about music and its power to unite. Children discuss what it means to take part in a musical ensemble, set shared goals, and consider how they can make a positive contribution. They engage in discussions for example, linking music to Friendship, kindness, acceptance and the environment, in the context of cultures and communities around the world.
In the unit: Lean on Me, Year 4 pupils learn about Gospel in its historical context. They will study the origins of Gospel music from Classical to contemporary times eg from Beethoven to slavery, Elvis to the Urban Gospel of Beyoncé and different choirs like the London Community Gospel Choir. They will have inspiring opportunities to perform, as well as to listen to and analyse the performance of others. Discussions will include the role of Gospel music and its spiritual purpose, inviting children to consider the relationship between spirituality and music. As a result, children will develop their awareness of how music can support their own spiritual journey, whatever that might look like for them, whilst celebrating the views and musical preferences of others.
In the unit Dancing in the Street, Year 5 pupils learn about the history of Motown, its importance in the development of Popular music, and its impact onto the Civil rights movement. As a result children learn the power of music in terms of its impact on social change.
In the Unit Happy, Year 6 explore music in terms of its links to Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing. They will apply their musical skills and vocabulary to produce a Video/project with musical examples, which will focus on how music can be used to manage emotions, to self-care, and to promote the well-being of others.
SEND, Music and SMSC
For our SEND and vulnerable pupils, music is very often part of and not separate to their everyday life and learning experiences. It is a key communication tool that gives all children a voice. It is an essential form of self-expression, a way of moving, being and engaging with the world. Therefore, all children, including our supported children receive weekly music sessions. Staff receive regular training to deliver the specialised Charanga SEND programme.
The SEND Scheme: Anyone Can Play supports children to develop key musical skills in the context of different musical styles, for example, jazz, rap, pop and classical.
Providing strong, regular musical routines that children can count on is an important part of our commitment to safeguarding the emotional wellbeing of our children. Lots of repetition and consolidation creates a spiral curriculum, where children are enabled to grow in independence and confidence. Our SEND music curriculum also encourages self-expression and communication, which in turn nurtures the holistic wellbeing of all pupils.
Music lessons in the SEND Scheme are structured in the following way:
1) Greeting:
Whole-class sing-along and personal introduction supports children to build relationships and set expectations for the session.
2) Co-ordination:
Children use a range of world instruments to develop gross and fine motor exercises and developing rhythmic skills at the same time
3) Taking turns:
Co-operating with others, making choices, turn-taking and influencing the process. As a result children are supported to be independent, co-operative musical learning.
4) Solo time:
Children learn to express themselves and develop self-confidence and self-esteem. They also learn to be good, respectful listeners to the performances of others.
5) Whole-class sing-along conclusion.
Whole-class sing-along and personal conclusion consolidates learning and supports children to transition to next activity.
The role of the Music Subject Lead at Avanti Court:
· A music specialist, responsible for implementing a strategic vision for music through an Action Plan, in line with our School Improvement Priorities. 
· Researches latest developments in Music Education through MA programme and implements across school.
· Supports teachers’ subject knowledge in music through CPD and coaching. 
· Responsible for long term and medium-term planning, to ensure progression within each area of learning for every year group.
· To ensure high standards of teaching and learning through monitoring and feedback.
· To support and monitor assessment of music.
· To analyse data and present to HT, CLT, Leadership Team, SSC or external colleagues, identifying strengths and next steps.
· To ensure high standards in our wider school provision through the monitoring of Musical Clubs and instrumental teaching.
· To promote musicianship as part of every child’s Personal Development, through a partnership with the Headteacher, SLT, Avanti Trust, School Stakeholders Committee, outside agencies and wider community.  
· To promote vocal care and health, and to model the safe and purposeful use of musical instruments in order to ensure the health and safety of all pupils. 

The role of the Class Teacher at Avanti Court:  
· To refer to medium term plan to create weekly plans. This ensures the learning objectives are consistent across year groups and link to the National Curriculum and Scheme of work. It also ensures that lessons are progressive and cover all four areas of curriculum.
· To inspire and engage pupils in their learning, using Charanga resources effectively and adapting scheme where necessary to suit needs of class.
· Plan and teach differentiated lessons to challenge all pupils and to suit all learning needs. 
· To use a variety of strategies effectively to evaluate children’s progress, including observation, questioning, oral feedback and written next steps which show impact.
· To enable children to peer and self-assess their learning.
· To complete half-termly assessments for every child in music using target tracker.   
· To ensure that data shows all children making progress in music in line with core subjects.
· To evidence children’s progress in topic books to include written, photographic and multimedia evidence and child’s voice. 
· To work in partnership with Music Lead/YGL/CLT on monitoring feedback to ensure high standards of teaching and learning.
· [bookmark: _Hlk24893694]To promote vocal care and health, and to model the safe and purposeful use of musical instruments in order to ensure the health and safety of all pupils. 
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