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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils describe Avanti as ‘a very special place’. As the school has grown over the last 
couple of years, it has managed to retain its family ethos and strong community 
spirit. Pupils of all ages get on well together. Staff are united in their aim to enable 
every pupil to achieve highly and to leave the school as a well-rounded individual, 
with strong foundations for future learning. 
 
Pupils learn a broad range of subjects. They also learn to speak Sanskrit, and enjoy 
their weekly yoga sessions. These features of the school enrich pupils’ spiritual and 
emotional well-being. Pupils develop a strong understanding of themselves and 
others. They have a variety of opportunities to learn about other faiths, including 
through visits to places of worship. 
 
Pupils know that staff listen to them. Pupils’ ideas are taken seriously. The school 
council has recently been involved in designing the new playground. Pupils look after 
each other. Younger pupils told us that ‘the buddy bus stop in the playground 
actually works’. Pupils told us that they feel safe in school. Bullying is very rare, but 
is always dealt with efficiently. 
 
Pupils demonstrate a keenness to learn and an eagerness to succeed. They enjoy 
their lessons. Pupils’ achievement in reading, writing and mathematics is particularly 
strong. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Children flourish in the early years. Staff help them to become confident and 
inquisitive learners. Children enjoy their weekly nature walks. Staff plan children’s 
learning carefully. They are skilled at following children’s interests and ideas. 
Reading, writing and mathematics are woven into all other areas of learning. Staff in 
the early years teach phonics consistently well. Children’s behaviour in the early 
years is impeccable. They persevere and concentrate on different activities. They 
love to talk about their learning. Children showed us how to add and subtract 
different numbers of plasticine baubles on the Christmas trees they were making. 
They could explain the ingredients needed for their mud-kitchen mince pies. 
 
Reading is given high priority from the time pupils start school. Pupils confidently 
use phonics and quickly become fluent readers. Older pupils grapple with 
challenging texts and talk articulately about their favourite stories. Pupils enjoy 
spending time in the library which they designed. They particularly enjoy hearing 
their teachers read to them. 
 
Leaders ensure that pupils’ learning in mathematics and English is planned in a way 
that enables pupils to gain secure knowledge and skills. Plans in computing, 
Sanskrit, music and physical education are well thought out. But this is not the case 
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in art, geography and history. Leaders know that they need to improve the way 
these subjects are planned and delivered. 
 
Teachers know their pupils well and the atmosphere in classrooms is purposeful and 
focused on learning. The support for pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities is very well planned. 
 
Teachers are good at checking pupils’ learning in English and mathematics. In some 
subjects, the use of assessment could be even better. 
 
Leaders and all staff place a strong emphasis on promoting pupils’ character and 
their personal development. These are key features of the ‘Avanti Way’ and the 
school’s aims. Pupils develop a strong sense of self-belief and an understanding of 
respect and tolerance. Older pupils told us all about different types of family, for 
example, and we saw pupils discussing suffering in the world and what they could 
do to put an end to it. 
 
Pupils learn about the different types of bullying. They have confidence in the staff’s 
ability to deal with any incidents that arise. 
 
Leaders enrich pupils’ learning with competitions and events. For example, pupils 
told us about their entrepreneur competition. They pitched their ideas to the judges 
and two of their entries got through to the final. This resulted in them making and 
selling ‘juice fusions’ and egg-free cakes at the summer fair. Leaders provide a range 
of after-school activities, including in dance, music and sports. 
 
A high number of parents and carers came to see us. These parents wanted to say 
how happy they are with the school and how much their children flourish. However, 
a small number of parents told us that they were unhappy with the school’s work. 
Inspectors found no evidence to support these concerns. 
 
Trustees and members of the school stakeholder committee make sure that pupils 
are safe and learn well. The trust provides well-planned opportunities for staff 
development. Teachers and other staff told us that they feel well supported by the 
headteacher and senior leaders. They work together commendably as a strong 
team. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff always keep pupils’ safety and welfare in mind. They report any concerns, 
however minor, to the designated safeguarding leaders, who deal with these 
appropriately and quickly. 
 
Computing lessons include regular opportunities for pupils to understand how to 
keep themselves safe online. 
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Pupils told us that they feel safe in school. This is not only because adults keep 
them safe, but also because pupils look after each other like one big family. The 
school’s work to promote pupils’ spiritual and emotional well-being contributes to 
their feelings of safety. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ Reading, writing and mathematics are well planned. Leaders and teachers are 

clear about what they want pupils to know and learn in each year group. Planning 
in these subjects leads to pupils knowing more and remembering more. Pupils 
achieve well. However, in art, history and geography, the curriculum is not 
planned and sequenced coherently enough. However, it is clear from the actions 
that leaders have already taken to plan other parts of the curriculum that they are 
in the process of bringing this about. Leaders need to ensure that pupils’ 
achievement improves, and that pupils develop secure knowledge and skills in 
these subjects. 

◼ Teachers’ use of assessment is strong in English and mathematics. In some of the 
other subjects it is inconsistent. Teachers know their pupils well and provide a 
range of activities to find out what pupils know in each topic, such as using ‘mind 
maps’. But these systems do not relate to the intended curriculum outcomes in 
each subject. Without adding to teachers’ workloads, leaders need to ensure that 
teachers check what pupils know and understand as they move through the 
school. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 145142 

Local authority Harrow 

Inspection number 10128892 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy free school 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 420 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Mike Younger 

Principal Shriti Bellare 

Website www.avanti.org.uk/avantihouse-primary/ 

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ Avanti House is an academy free school with a Hindu religious character. The 

school has not yet had its first section 48 inspection. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ We did deep dives into these subjects: reading, mathematics, history, art and 

science. In these deep dives we visited lessons, spoke with pupils and staff and 
looked at pupils’ work. We met with leaders to talk about these subjects. 

◼ We met with the designated safeguarding leaders. We looked at documentation 
relating to safeguarding and spoke to pupils and staff about the school’s 
procedures for keeping pupils safe. We scrutinised the single central record of 
staff suitability checks. 

◼ We met with groups of pupils, teachers and support staff. We spoke with pupils 
and staff informally. We met with the chief executive officer of the trust and a 
group of school stakeholder committee members. 

◼ We spoke with parents at the start of the school day. We held telephone 
conversations with some parents and read five letters from parents. We reviewed 
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the 156 responses to Ofsted Parent View. We looked at the 16 responses to the 
staff survey. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Gary Rawlings, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

David Bryant Ofsted Inspector 

Meena Walia Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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