
 
 

Curriculum Progression Map  
Subject: History 

 
At Avanti House Primary School, the History and Geography curriculum teaches pupils about the world in 
which they live and how it has changed over time by building on prior knowledge, introducing new vocabulary 
and developing historical and geographical skills following the National Curriculum. Opportunities for moral 
growth and spiritual insight are underpinned throughout this curriculum thus inspiring spiritually 
compassionate changemakers. 
 
History Intent 
Our aim is to help all pupils gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 
world and inspire pupils to learn more about the past. As pupils mature, we aim to equip them with the skills to 
ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, justify opinions, compare and develop a sense of 
chronology.  Pupils will be able comprehend the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and the relationship between different people relating this back to their own identity and 
challenges today. In addition to developing the range and depth of historical knowledge; key historical skills 
will be taught and built on throughout the key stages. These skills include sequencing events in chronological 
order, interpreting different sources of evidence, the significance, cause and effect of key historical events and 
figures and forming contrasts and comparisons. Wherever possible, History lessons have cross-curricular 
links reflecting the British and Avanti values and they are brought to life and made accessible for all pupils 
through the addition of visitors to the school, drama, debating topical issues, interpreting artefacts, 
archaeological excavations, day trips etc. 
 
 
 
 



 

Substantive 
knowledge 
in each 
year level 

Autumn Topics 
 
SUBSTANTIVE CONCEPTS 
 
Key vocabulary 

Spring Topics  
 
SUBSTANTIVE CONCEPTS 
 
Key vocabulary 

Summer Topics 
 
SUBSTANTIVE CONCEPTS 
 
Key vocabulary 

EYFS 1. All about me 
2. Festivals and celebrations; different 
faiths and beliefs 

1. Traditional tales 
2. Animals 

1. People who help us 
2. Changes 

Year 1 Changes within living memory 
 
COMMUNITY, KNOWLEDGE  
 
Nationality, Rights, Society 

The lives of significant people (Mary 
Anning and David Attenborough) 
 
KNOWLEDGE, COMMUNITY 
 
 Past, Rights, Discovery Discrimination, 
Queen, Monarchy, Explore Society, 
Pioneer 

More lives of significant people (Neil 
Armstrong, Mae Jemison, Bernard Harris 
Jr., Tim Peake) 
 
KNOWLEDGE, COMMUNITY 
 
 Explore, Rights, Freedom, Society, 
Frontier, Pioneer 

Year 2 Events beyond living memory- Great Fire 
of London 
 
COMMUNITY POWER KNOWLEDGE 
DEMOCRACY  
 
City, Monarchy, King, Merchant, 
Parliament, Society, Religion 

Significant historical events, people, 
places in our locality 
 
COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE POWER  
 
Monarchy, King, Queen, Religion, Society, 
Trade, Church, Settlement 

Significant historical events, people, 
places in our locality  
 
Revisit – Events beyond living memory 
 
COMMUNITY POWER KNOWLEDGE 
DEMOCRACY  
 
City, Monarchy, King, Merchant, 
Parliament, Society, Religion 

Year 3 Stone Age – Iron Age 
 
KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY POWER  
 
Settlement, Belief, Conflict, Trade, Trade 
routes 

Stone Age – Iron Age (cont.) 
 
Rome and the impact on Britain 
 
INVASION POWER CIVILISATION  

Rome and the impact on Britain (cont.) 
 
INVASION POWER CIVILISATION  
 
Army, Conflict Empire, Settlement, Rules / 
Law, Rights, Tax, Trade, Nation, Emperor, 
Frontier, Religion 



 

Army, Conflict Empire, Settlement, Rules / 
Law, Rights, Tax, Trade, Nation, Emperor, 
Frontier, Religion 

Year 4 Britain settlement by Anglo-Saxon and 
Scots 
 
INVASION POWER COMMUNITY  
 
Kingdom, Monarchy, Trade, Migration, 
Religion, Settlement, Conflict, King 
 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
England at time of Edward the 
Confessor 

Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
England at time of Edward the 
Confessor (cont.) 
 
INVASION POWER COMMUNITY  
 
Kingdom, Trade, Migration Belief, 
Settlement, Heir, Monarchy, Conflict, 
King, Religion 
 
Ancient Civilisation - Egypt 

Ancient Civilisation – Egypt (cont.) 
 
CIVILISATION KNOWLEDGE POWER 
INVASION  
 
Empire, Kingdom, Settlement, Society, 
King, Nobility, Power, Queen, Beliefs, 
Trade, War, Hierarchy, Slave 

Year 5 Ancient Greece  
 
POWER DEMOCRACY KNOWLEDGE 
CIVILISATION  
 
Army, City-State, Conflict, Democracy, 
Empire, Enemy, Military, Belief, Navy, 
Rights, Ruler, Settlement, Slave, Society, 
Trade, Voyage and War 

Ancient Greece (cont.) 
 
Comparison Study- Mayans and Anglo-
Saxons 
 
CIVILISATION KNOWLEDGE POWER  
 
City-State, Conflict, Enemy, Famine, King, 
Nobility, Queen, Belief, Ruler, Rules and 
law, Settlement, Trade, War 

Comparison Study- Mayans and Anglo-
Saxons (cont.) 
 
CIVILISATION KNOWLEDGE POWER  
 
City-State, Conflict, Enemy, Famine, King, 
Nobility, Queen, Belief, Ruler, Rules and 
law, Settlement, Trade, War 

Year 6 Windrush Generation 
 
COMMUNITY DEMOCRACY POWER  
 
Alliance, Ancestor, Army, Colony, Conflict, 
Freedom, Migration, Immigration, 
Monarchy, Peace, Rights, Rules, Society, 
Trade, Voyage, Religion, Nationality 

Local History Study- how did conflict 
change our locality in WW2- Bently 
Priory Museum 
 
POWER NVASION DEMOCRACY 
COMMUNITY 
 
Monarchy, King, Conflict, Democracy, 
Dictator, Freedom, Laws, Military, 

5 Significant Monarchs 
 
POWER INVASION DEMOCRACY  
 
Conflict, Conquest, Empire, Monarchy, 
Queen, King Ancestor, Aristocracy, 
Church, Religion, Peace, Nation, 
Parliament Society, Rules / law 



 

Parliament, Prime Minister, Rights, War, 
Alley 

 
 

Second 
order 
concepts 

Ask these questions to encourage the development of these second order concepts. 
Causation and consequence. 

• What was the cause of… 
• What was the most important cause of… 
• Make a list of the results of… 
• What was the impact of… 
• What was the most important result of… 

Change and continuity. 
• How have ___ changed since… 
• What are the similarities and differences between ___ 
• How did life change when… 
• What was the turning point in… 
• How do we still see the influence of… 

Significance. Important and still important 
• Who was most significant between ___ and ___ 
• How significant was… (i.e. GoF) Why was it important? What happened as a result? 
• Was ___ a significant event? 
• What picture should go on the front cover of a new school textbook on the ____ why? 

Similarity and difference. How people’s lives are different even if they are in the same period 
• What was their society like? 
• Why did…Samuel Pepys leave London? 
• Who lived in…castles? 
• Were all people smelly in Anglo Saxon era? 

Reviewing evidence and sources UKS2 
• Is this source of information reliable? 
• Why are there two different sides of the same story? 
• Does this piece of evidence change my perspective of… 

 



 

 
 
 
EYFS -  

 
 



 
Year 1 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 



 
Year 2 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 
 
 
 



 
Year 3 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 



 
Year 4 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 



 
Year 5 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Year 6 - DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN 

 


