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The National Curriculum states that year 1 children must use phonic knowledge as the prime approach to reading unfamiliar words. They must 
be able to read all level 2, 3 and 5 graphemes by the end of year 1. The reason that it does not mention level 4 is because no new graphemes are 
covered at this phase; children consolidate their ability to blend words with known graphemes. Please revise these sounds and if you child is confident 
in reading words with these graphemes, then focus on encouraging them to spell more words accurately, with these graphemes.  

 

 



Page 5 of 7 
 

     

 



Page 6 of 7 
 

Tricky words are non-phonetic words that cannot be sounded out and must be learnt by sight. If your child can apply their phonics skills to decode a 
word, then it’s not ‘tricky’, even if it is sometimes a difficult skill to learn. Below are some words to focus on learning: 
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