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2nd May, 2019

Dear Parents,

The English Department is introducing Reading Journals across all KS3 classes.  We are concerned that students are not reading enough and this is the first strategy we will be deploying to address this.  The purposes of these journals are:

· To monitor the quality and frequency of reading across KS3.
· To ensure that pupils are reading consistently and meaningfully outside of school hours.
· To broaden pupils’ cultural capital.
· To expand vocabulary and embed grammatical features of the English language.

Although it is the responsibility of pupils to follow the procedures of completing the journal, and to take ownership of their own reading, we request that parents support their children in the following ways:

1. Read the inside front cover and sign at the bottom of the page to show that you have read the information.
2. Read both sides of the back cover.
3. Encourage your children to complete the extra tasks (as explained in the journal) for reward points.
4. Support your children in selecting enjoyable and engaging reading material.  Discuss strategies with your children to help them maintain a rigorous and regular routine for reading.  These strategies are outlined on the back cover of the Reading Journal.
5. Ensure that you sign the reading journal each time that your child reads at home. 

Reading Journals will be checked for parents’ signatures during form time, once a week as follows:
Year 7 – Monday
Year 8 – Tuesday
Year 9 – Wednesday

Please consider the Reading Journal as a part of your child’s homework.  As such, the usual sanctions for not completing the journal on the designated day will apply.

A copy of this letter and a suggested reading list will also be sent via SIMS.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs. K. Shah
Lead KS3 English
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