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HISTORY 

OVERVIEW OF COURSE 
Students are justifiably curious about their place in the world and how History has shaped the present. The 
study of history is vital to anyone with a desire to understand current trends in politics, economics and society 
in general. 
History at Avanti aims to encourage our children to think about the world they live in. Tackling the ‘big’ 
questions relating to society, religion, politics and ethics. There is also a big push on the skills that the children 
learn which will prepare them in the short term for their onward KS4 courses in Humanities and also in the long 
term for life long skills valued in education and employment. Examples of which are the evaluation of sources 
and secondary interpretations, constructing arguments and showing debate in essays with evaluative and 
analytical comments. 

PROGRAMME OF STUDY 
 

Term Year 7 
Living and believing  

Year 8 
Power and protest 

Year 9 
Conflict and cooperation 

Autumn 1 What is History? English Civil War WWI 

Autumn 2 Saxons  French Revolution WWII 

Spring 1 Vikings British Empire The Cold War 

Spring 2 Normans Transatlantic Slave Trade Civil Rights USA 

Summer 1 Tudors Indian Rebellion 
The Crusades – a source 

enquiry 

Summer 2 Native Americans Suffragettes Post-war Britain 

  

SKILLS / KNOWLEDGE / UNDERSTANDING 
Core historical skills that students will develop in KS3 history are; 

• Identifying, explaining and evaluating change and continuity over time 

• Identifying, explaining and evaluating cause of events and the consequence that they have in the future 

• Identifying, explaining and evaluating the significance of events, key people and groups to build towards a 
debate 

• Identifying, explaining and evaluating primary sources for evidence 

• Identifying, explaining and evaluating interpretations and representations of the past 
 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
We will use a range of assessments: 

• Formal tests / examinations - PRs 

• End of topic multiple choice examination  

• Verbal - questioning during lessons 
We will also use a range of different styles of feedback to students: 

• Verbal feedback during lessons 

• An example of a formal piece of feedback per half-term including PRs 

• All other class notes and home-works to be peer/self-assessed with the support of the teacher  

  



 

HOW PARENTS / CARERS CAN HELP 
Encourage them to read more - Reading widely is a characteristic of all the most successful students. You could 
encourage your child on a set day to read an article from a newspaper which cover politics, society or the 
economy and discuss the subject matter together. 
Devise fun ways to test them - Whatever age you are, continually testing what you’ve learned is a useful way to 
consolidate your new knowledge and make sure it sticks. You could set a weekly quiz based on what they’ve 
learnt that week in history, with a prize.  
Watch documentaries with them - Most children watch TV shows with little educational value, whether that is 
on the family TV or online using Youtube. Why not watch something with them and use that to have a debate 
and discussion. Look for a trusted documentary maker such as the History channel. 
Encourage dinner table debate – get the whole family to gather at the end of the day to discuss what the 
children learnt at school and what the adults gained from their work day. Kick off the discussion by asking them 
what they’ve been studying that day, and perhaps ask them to explain things to you. You could get a bit of a 
debate going by asking them what they think about the subject, and by challenging those opinions.  
Reward them for good results or small improvements – take them on an educational trip! - Museums make for 
an enjoyable day out whilst still supporting your children’s learning, did you know you could make the short 
journey to St Albans and spend a day amongst Roman ruins all for free! 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
History at Avanti will commemorate and celebrate a variety of events over the academic year, for example; 

• Black History Month – including celebrating the history of all British ethnic minorities (October)  

• Remembrance week – including soldiers from Africa, Asia and Oceania (11/11) 

• Holocaust Memorial Day - including remembering all those affected by genocide (27/01) 
We will run competitions and trips based on these events and others too and encourage parents and carers to 
participate by supporting your children and contacting the History team if you have any stories/contacts in 
these areas 

RECOMMENDED READING / OTHER RESOURCES 
BBC Bitesize History 
Kerboodle – History section  

 

 


