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Recommended Reading List for Year 3 

Classic & Modern Fiction 
 Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful 
destruction by the Iron Man and set a 
trap for him, but he cannot be kept down. 
Then, when a terrible monster from outer 
space threatens to lay waste to the 
planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way 
to save the world. 

  What really happened to the 
three little pigs and the big 
bad wolf? Find out the truth in 
this hilarious picture book. In 
revelatory newspaper style, 
this brilliant picture book 
exposes the truth about the 
three little porkers, and one A. 
Wolf.  

  This affectionate portrait of family life is 
the story of a naughty three-year-old 
sister who is obstinate, inquisitive and full 
of mischief. She tries to cut off the cat's 
tail, eats all the trifle at Harry's party and 
gets up to all kinds of other antics, 
involving a wobbly tooth, a visit to the 
doctor, and a traumatic encounter with 
Father Christmas. 

  This is the tale of how a little girl 
named Fern - with the help of a 
friendly talking spider called 
Charlotte - saved her pig, Wilbur, 
from the usual fate of nice fat 
little pigs. 

 

 First published in the 1930s, this 
charming French classic tells the story of 
what happens to baby elephant Babar as 
he grows up. 

 When Farmer Hogget wins a piglet 
at the fair, he is amazed that Fly, his 
sheep-dog, welcomes him as one of 
her own pups. Fly names the piglet 
Babe and teaches him all he needs 
to know about the farm and its 
animals. 

 

 Moomintroll is cheerful and chubby and 
lives in the magical Moominvalley with 
his mother, Moominmamma, his father, 
Moominpappa and all of their friends. 
Throughout the winter the Moomins 
hibernate, but before they go to sleep 
they fill their tummies full of 
pineneedles. In spring they wake up, 
ready for their fun-filled summer 
adventures. 

 Bertie rescues an orphaned 
white lion cub from the African 
veld. They are inseparable until 
Bertie is sent to boarding school 
far away in England and the lion 
is sold to a circus. Bertie swears 
that one day they will see one 
another again, but it is the 
butterfly lion which ensures that 
their friendship will never be 
forgotten. 

 Mildred Hubble is a trainee at Miss 
Cackle's Academy for Witches, but she's 
making an awful mess of it. 

She keeps getting her spells wrong and 
crashing her broomstick. And when she 
turns Ethel, the teacher's pet into her 
worst enemy, chaos ensues... 

 

 But a dog would damage the 
expensive carpets in Hal's 
glamorous home, and his wealthy 
parents refuse to consider one. 
Then they discover Easy Pets, a 
convenient dog-rental agency. 
Terrier Fleck arrives on Hal's 
birthday, but when Hal discovers 
that his dog must be returned, he 
runs away.  
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 Streaker is no ordinary dog. She's a 
rocket on four legs with a woof attached, 
and Trevor has got until the end of the 
holidays to train her. If he fails, he'll lose 
his bet with horrible Charlie Smugg, and 
something very, very yucky involving 
frogspawn will happen... 

 When Joe, Beth and Frannie 
move to the countryside, they 
discover that their new house lies 
next to the Enchanted Wood! 
And in that wood, lives the Magic 
Faraway Tree. This is no ordinary 
tree - it is home to more magical 
lands full of elves, pixies, talking 
creatures and wonderful 
adventures than the children ever 
imagined possible! 

 

  Brilliantly funny new series about the 
bravest scaredy-cat in the world Sam 
Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). 
When a trip to the Space Museum goes 
terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a mission 
to prove to the school bully, and all of 
his friends, that he is a fearless space 
adventurer.  

 Our hero Ben is bored beyond 
belief after he is made to stay at 
his grandma’s house. She’s the 
boringest grandma ever: all she 
wants to do is to play Scrabble, 
and eat cabbage soup. But there 
are two things Ben doesn’t know 
about his grandma:  

1) She was once an international 
jewel thief. 2) All her life, she has 

been plotting to steal the Crown Jewels, and now she 
needs Ben’s help… 

 Dave is a dragon, but not a typical one: 
he’d much rather bury his nose in a 
book than a treasure hoard and when 
he picks up a second-hand copy of How 
to be a Knight, he knows he’s found his 
calling. Ably assisted by his trusty steed 
Albrecht who, though a goat, has all the 
requisite attributes – attitude, looks, 
glossiness, not to mention the ability to 
speak, and a decidedly colourful past – 
he sets out to win his knighthood.  

Izzy and friends are excited! The 
snow is falling fast and they're 
hoping they'll all be sent home 
early. But then they hear weird 
noises in the playground, and 
find a big footprint in the snow... 
And that's when they know! 
There's a YETI in the playground 
and it's HUNGRY!  

Graphic Fiction 

 Who is this alien boy and why has he 
crash-landed in Berke County? And who 
is the threatening Razorwark that 
haunts HILO’s dreams? Colourful, 
action-filled and laugh-out-loud funny, 
with plenty of burps, farts and 
catchphrases, HILO is a genuinely well-
told, gripping sci-fi story that has all the 
requisite elements of disaster-filled 
home planets, superpowers and an evil 
nemesis that HILO, DJ and Gina must 
battle 

 

 Narwhal is a happy-go-lucky 
narwhal. Jelly is a no-
nonsense jellyfish. The two 
might not have a lot in 
common, but they do they 
love waffles, parties and 
adventures. Join Narwhal and 
Jelly as they discover the 
whole wide ocean together. 



3 
 

Blue-haired explorer Hilda has an 
uncanny ability to find weird and 
wonderful adventures and befriend 
peculiar creatures. In this, the first of 
her adventures, she spends a night 
under canvas, embarks on a day's 
drawing, encounters a rock troll, and 
then finds herself lost in a 
snowstorm. Luckily, a friend is on 
hand to help her find her way back 
to her mountain home. 

Sherlock likes to spend his 
lunchtimes improving his 
detective skills. One day, he is 
on his knees with a 
magnifying glass, investigating 
the unique characteristics of 
grass in each part of the 
playground. As a result, he 
isn’t too popular with the 
other children in his class, 
especially the class bully, 

Kyle – so he is delighted when a new pupil arrives. John 
Watson, who is incidentally a dog, becomes best 
buddies with Sherlock. Together, they solve mysteries – 
like what is causing the horrendous smell lurking in the 
classroom and who has stolen Emma’s favourite doll... 

Poetry 

 Otters fall asleep while holding 
hands; zebra finches practise their 
songs while dreaming; dolphins keep 
one half of their brain awake . . . 

Beautiful poems about sleeping 
animals are interspersed with 
fascinating facts and beautiful 
illustrations - making this the perfect 
bedtime book! 
 

 Blast off into space and explore 
the galaxies with a constellation 
of illustrated poems about the 
sun, moon and stars, black holes 
and worm holes, asteroids and 
meteorites, and even weird alien 
life forms. 

 

 The 101 poems, rhymes, raps, 
haikus, ballads, little plays, fairy 
tales and tall tales in Firecrackers 
pulse with excitement and wonder. 
It is a book where experience is 
turned upside-down: questions are 
answers, tomorrow is yesterday, 
and tears are laughter. 

 Get ready to join in the Poetry 
Olympics, question a snake, 
talk to a toad and learn 20 
ways to avoid monsters and 
mythical beasts. Where Zebras 
Go will lead you leads you on a 
magical journey across the 
savannah, into fairytale realms, 
back into the playground and 
through the seasons, 
introducing a whole host of 
animals along the way. 

Non-Fiction 

 An illustrated celebration of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, stunningly brought to life 
by internationally-renowned 
artists including Axel Scheffler, 
Chris Riddell and Satoshi Kitamura. 
The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was signed on 10th 
December 1948. It was compiled 
after World War Two to declare 
and protect the rights of all people 
from all countries. 

 This double-sided foldout 
book takes you on a 
fascinating journey deep 
underground. One side of 
the foldout shows the 
ground beneath the city, 
whilst the reverse side 
shows the ground beneath 
the countryside. The 
underground scenes include 
tunnels and pipes, 
creatures' burrows, layers 

of rock and the planet’s molten core, and run 
seamlessly into the next. Mixing urban and rural 
settings, covering subjects such as geology, 
archaeology and natural history. 
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 Whether as villains in fairy stories or 
heroes of ancient myth, wolves have 
a special role in our imaginations, and 
this handsome information book will 
further inspire and intrigue the 
young. Inviting readers to decide 
whether wolves are “beautiful or 
bloodthirsty”, it describes their lives 
in great detail, from pack life and 
behaviour to physical appearance as 
well as facts on geographical 

distribution, food and how they raise their young. It 
acknowledges our fear and fascination but gives readers real 
insight into wolves’ actual lives.  
 

From writers to warriors 
and astronauts to 
activists, discover their 
awesome stories and be 
amazed by their 
achievements. Marcia 
Williams' much-loved 
comic-strip style will 
encourage even the 
most reluctant reader to 
enjoy this inspirational 
book packed with facts, 
quotes and jokes. 

 Discover how you become an 
astronaut, the training you must 
undertake, how you travel into space 
and what you do when you're up there. 
With a foreword from ESA astronaut 
Tim Peake, the first British astronaut to 
embark on a mission to the 
International Space Station. 
 
 
 

 Meet the people of Clan 
Woolly as they hunt 
mammoths and reindeer, 
learn how to make fire, 
invent stone tools and turn 
wild wolves into tame 
dogs! Full of facts, jokes 
and colourful comic strips, 
this is the perfect 
introduction to the Stone 
Age - a time before history 
was even invented! 

 

Diversity 

.  The tale of Mufaro's two 
daughters, two beautiful girls 
who react in different ways to the 
king's search for a wife - one is 
aggressive and selfish, the other 
kind and dignified. The king takes 
on disguises to learn the true 
nature of both girls andof course 
chooses Nyasha, the kind and 
generous daughter, to be his 
queen. 

 Why does Mulla 
Nasruddin spoon 
yoghurt into the river? 
What is the reason he 
rides his donkey 
backwards? Why does 
he paint a picture that is 
blank? And is he crazy to 
move into the house of 
the man who's just 
burgled him? Find out all 
about the amazing antics 

of Nasruddin in these twenty-one hilarious stories and 
riddles, famous throughout the Middle East for their 
jokes, riddles and wisdom. 

The friendship between Emperor Akbar 
and his minister Birbal created history 
and some delightful stories! The tales of 
Akbar and Birbal have been passed on 
from generation to generation, 
enthralling young and old listeners 
alike. This book brings together a 
selection of these stories, along with 
fascinating historical details about the 
Mughal court, the emperor and his 
witty courtier. 
 

 Oluwalase Babatunde Benson 
is No. 1. He's the No. 1 car 
spotter in his village. The No. 1 
car spotter in the world! 
The start of an exciting new 
series about the irresistible 
No. 1, whose hobby is car 
spotting but who is good at 
solving all sorts of problems 
for his village. 
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Emotions & Relationships 

 Meet Brian, the invisible boy. 
Nobody ever seems to notice him or 
think to include him in their group, 
game, or birthday party . . . until, 
that is, a new kid comes to class. 
When Justin, the new boy, arrives, 
Brian is the first to make him feel 
welcome. And when Brian and 
Justin team up to work on a class 
project together, Brian finds a way 
to shine. 

 This award winning 
author-illustrator 
continues to create some 
of the most innovative and 
imaginative illustrated 
children's books. Through 
nursery rhyme stories 
follow Little Mouse as he 
confronts his many fears 
including Ablutophobia 
(Fear of Bathing) and 

Ligrophobia (Fear of loud noises). You can even make 
lists of your own fears to overcome! 

 Your body belongs to you, and you 
get to set your own rules.” At once 
inspiring, informative and 
entertaining, this perfectly-pitched 
consent primer covers the concept 
of consent, setting boundaries, 
having control over your personal 
space and body, and being self-
aware. 

.  

 It's a beautiful day and 
Worrysaurus has planned a 
special picnic. But it isn't long 
before a small butterfly of 
worry starts fluttering in his 
tummy . . .What if he hasn't 
brought enough to eat? 
What if he gets lost in the 
jungle? What if he trips and 

falls?What if it rains?! Can Worrysaurus find a way to 
chase his fears away and have fun? The perfect book to 
help every anxious little dinosaur let go of their fears 
and feel happy in the moment. 

 

 Beatrice Bottomwell has 
NEVER (not once!) made a 
mistake. She never forgets 
her math homework, she 
never wears mismatched 
socks, and she ALWAYS 
wins the yearly talent show 
at school. In fact, the entire 
town calls her The Girl 
Who Never Makes 

Mistakes! One day, the inevitable happens: Beatrice makes a 
huge mistake in front of everyone! But in the end, readers (and 
perfectionists) will realize that life is more fun when you enjoy 
everything even the mistakes. 

 Timmy Twinkle is chubby. 
That means he gets bullied 
at school and hasn't any 
friends. He longs to play 
football, but he's hopeless 
at games. He's miserable. 
And it doesn't help when 
Gramps tells him about 
Great-Uncle Vernon, a 
chubby boy who grew up to 
be a famous footballer. 

 Written and illustrated by 
the creators of the popular 
Dino Life Guides for Families, 
this book uses precise 
language and humorous 
illustrations to offer specific 
ways to be a friend and 
specific ways not to be one. A 
special section on how to 
deal with bosses and bullies 
has valuable information for 

young children going forth in the world and encountering these 
situations for the first time. 

Olly is a shy but funky 
Orangutan, who has an 
incredible voice and 
loves to sing but can't 
control his nerves 
enough to get any 
words out. After falling 
from his perch in his 
favourite tree, Olly is so 
embarrassed, he leaves 

his friends and seeks sanctuary in the jungle. But will 
Olly discover something on his adventure that means 
he's finally able to overcome his fears and do what he 
was born to do... sing? 
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