
Maths Curriculum Meeting for Parents



Year 1 | Week 5 | Day 1



Year 3 | Week 2 | Day 2



Year 6 | Week 8 | Day 2



The curriculum 
implemented in 2014 is 
based on mastery



The principles are to build strong foundations 
to build on rather than moving on and leaving 
gaps in understanding



Mastery

Mastery is based on the idea of children
• Not moving on until they are secure in 

their understanding of a particular 
concept. 
• The whole class is taught the same 

thing, at the same time, with children 
learning at an appropriate level 
through support and enrichment.



Exercise 1

Take the following calculations and complete:
2345 + 2764     12876 + 23456       30987564 + 234572

1234568321
+2874650534

3000000000
- 1000000001



Does this prove that the children are good at 
maths?



What are the key components 
of mastery?

Fluency

Reasoning

Problem 
Solving



Exercise 2: Questions that a teacher may ask

How do you know that you have the correct answer?
What strategy could  you use to make the calculation easier? 

Calculate 123 + 86

Now show me at least 2 other ways to 
calculate this:

Is 123 + 86 the same as 126 + 83?

How do you know? Prove it



The mastery concept underpins 
our calculation policy as we 

want children to fully 
understand number rather than 

carry out procedure.



Calculation Policy

The video below demonstrates what mastery might look like.
A sense of number:  https://vimeo.com/152139735

The development of calculation is based on three main principles:
Concrete, Pictoral, Abstract

In that order, but they are inter-related so that the children build small 
building blocks within larger building blocks, which all lead to a secure 
understanding.

https://vimeo.com/152139735


The calculation policy slides show progression in 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
These are some of the steps, not all.

Please note:

The long division examples on the policy show long division using 
division by 2. This is to show the method.
We would not expect our children to use long division when dividing  
by 2.



Addition



Is 9 + 1 the same as 1 + 9?



This is what we call variation



Reinforcement through different 
representations:







Practise













Subtraction

















Practise













Multiplication 































Division



















Long Division

Show



What does this look like in lessons?



Year 1



Year 2



Year 3



Year 4



Year 5



Year 6



Bar Models
Why bar models?

Bar models are a visual representation of a problem that helps children 
to break down or visualise mathematical information to solve 
problems.











Key messages to take home

• Progression in understanding
• Use of manipulatives to help children gain understanding
• Bigger numbers do not equal mastery and depth of understanding
• Mastery means being able to be fluent/ reason and problem solve


